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To the Right HoNoURABLE 


Eary of BucHan. 
Viscount AUCHTERHOUSE, | 
Lorp CARDROSS 
and GLENDOVACHIE, 
One of the. 

LoRDS oe ees: 
of P O-LIC E,: and 
Lorp LIEUTENANT 
of the Counties of 
SrirRLine and CLACKMANNAN 
in NorTH-BRITTAIN. 


My Lorp, 
HE Honour you 
have done our Fa- 
mily_ Obligeth us 
, tomakealljuft Acknow- 
""Tede. 


_ ied. Tee : NE eo 


DEDICATION. 


ledgments of it: & there ° 


is no Form of Acknow- 
ledgment inour power, 
‘more worthy of Your 


Lordfhip’s Acceptance, - 


than this. Dedication of 
the Laft Work of our 
Honoured and Learn- 
ed Father. Encouraged 
hereunto by the Know- 


| 


ledge we have of Your | 
Lordfhip’s Judicious Re- 
lifh of univerfal Learn- | 


_ ing,and fublime Virtue; 


we beg the Favour of 


Your Acceptance of it, 


ren 


\ 


DEDICATION. 
which will very much 
‘Oblige our Family in 
general, and Her in par- 
ticular, who 1s, 


My Lord, 
— Your Lordip’s 
- moft bumble Servant, - 
Exizasetu LirrEron. 
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PREFACE 


if any One, after he has read 

Religio Medici and the enfu- | 
ing Difcourfe, can make Doubt, | 
whether the fame Perfon was the | 
Author of them both, be may be | 
Affured by the Teflimony of Mrs | 
_ LITTELTON, Sr. THOMAS . 
Brown’s Daughter, who Lived . 
with her Father, when it was com-. 


pofed 


The PREFACE. 
pofed by Him; and who, at. the 
itime, read it written -by his own 
‘Hand: and alfo by the Teflimony. 
of Others, (of whom I am One): 
“who read the MS. of the Au- 
thor, immediately after his Death, 
and «ho have fince Read the 

Same; from which it hath been — 
, faithfully and exattly Tranfcribed 
| for the Prefs. The Reafon why it 
" was not Printed fooner is, becaufe 

it was unhappily Loft, by being 
! Miflay’d among Other MSS for 
* which Search was lately made in the 
| Prefence of the Lord Arch-Bifbop of 
Canterbury, of which his Grace, by 
' Letter, Informed M"' LITTEL-= 
' Ton, when be fent the MS to 
‘ Her. There is nothing printed in the 
’ Difcourfe, or in the foort notes, but 
| what és found im the Original M - | 
’ @ 


The PREFACE. | 


of the Author, except only where 
an Qverfight bad made the Adde- 


tion oF Tranjpoftio ition 7 fome words 
necefiary. | 


-. 


JOHN JEFFERY. 


Arch-Deacon 


y Norwich. 


i 


nf 


Cr] 


eed 
—_— | 
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s ECT. Poe 


SREAD foftly and circumfpedtly’ 
in. this funambulatory Track 
and natrow Path of Good-. 
nefS: Purfue Virtue virtuoufly : Le-” 
ven not good Actions. nor: render 
Virtues difputable. Stain not. fair 
Ads with foul Intentions: Maim not’ 
Uprightnefs by halting Concomitan- 


_ ces, nor circumftantially - — fub- 


ftantial Goodnels, , 
Confider where about thou art in 
Cebes’s Table, or that old Philofo-’ 


—phical Pinax of the Life of Man: 


whether thou art yet in the Road of 
uncertainties; whether thou haft yet - 


_ entred the narrow Gate, got up the 


j 


Hill and afperous » way), which Iead- 
eth unto the Houfe of Sanity » OF 
A taken 


ed “ 


taken that urifying Potion from the 
hand of fincere Erudition, which 
may: fend’ Thee clear and pure away 
unto a Virtuous and happy Life. 

_ In this. Virtuous Voyage of thy 
Life hull not about like the Ark 


without the ule of Rudder, Maft, or | 


Sail, and bound for no Port. Let 
not Difappointment. caufe Defpon- 
dency, nor difficulty: defpair. Think 


not that you are Sailing from: Lima — 


to Manilfia, when you may faften 
Vind; but expect rough Seas, Flaws, 
and‘contrary Blafts, and ’tis well if 
by many ctofs Tacks and Xegrings 
you.arrive at the Port; for we fleep 
in Lyons Skins in our Progrefs: un- 


to. Virtue, and we ffide not, bur: 


climb untoit, 9° 
- Sit noc down in.the popular Forms 
and, common Level of Virtues. Of 
ftr not only Peace Offerings bat 
Holocaufts unto God: ‘where all: is 


due make no‘refttve, and cut nota 
Cummin Seed with die Almighty => 


Vo fSrve Him fingly- to ferye: our 
oN ~  felyes 


= ae Rudder, and fieep before the’ 


aes OF 


flves were too partial a piéce of Piety, 


not Hike to place us in the ilfuftrious 


Manfions of Glory. 


SECT. IL 


R's not in an * Ovation but a 


« Triumph over thy Paffions. 
Let Anger walk hanging down the 
head: Let Malice go:Manicled, and . 
Envy fetter’d after thee. Behold with- 
in thee the long train of thy Trophies 
not without thee. Make thie quarrel- 
ling Lapithytes fleep, arid Centaurs 
within lye quiet. Chain upthe unruly 
Legion of thy breaft: Lead thine own . 


_ Gaptivity captive, and be Ce/ar 


within thy felf. 

—  GECT me | 
"x tliat is Chaft- and’ Continent 

A A not to-impair lis ftrength, or 
oneft ‘for fear of Contagion, will — 

hardly be Hieroically virtuous. Ad-- 


: Ovation: a petty” and minor Kind. 
of Triumph. Az:  journ 


journ not this virtue untill that temper, 
when Cato could lend out his Wife, 
and impotent Satyrs write Satyrs up- 
on Luft: But be chaft in thy flaming 
Days, when Alexander dar’d not 
truft his eyes upon the fair Sifters of 
‘Darius, and when fo many think 
thereis no other way but Orzgen’s*. 


SECT. IV. 


Sie: thy Art in Honefty, and 
loofe not thy Virtue by the bad 
Managery of it. Be Temperate and 
Sober, not to preferve your body in 
an ability for wanton ends, not to 
avoid the infamy of common tranf- 
greffors that way, and thereby to 
hope to expiate or palliate obfcure and 
clofer vices, not to fpare your purle, 
nor fimply to enjoy health; but in 
one wordthat thereby you may truly 
ferve God, which every ficknefs will 
tell you you cannot well do with- 
out health. The fick Man’s Sacrifice 


e 


_ * Who is {aid to have Caftrated himfelf. 
_ 16 


— EE ° ww 


ESD. : 
is but a lame Oblation. Pious Trea- 
fures lay’d up in healthful days plead 
for fick non-performances: without 
which we muft needs look back with 
anxiety upon the loft opportunities of 
health, and may have caufe rather to 
envy than pity the ends of penitent 
publick Sufferers, who go with 
healthfull prayers unto the laft Scene 
of their lives, and in the Integrity of 
their faculties rerurn their Spirit unto 
‘God that gave ir, | | 


* > SECT. V. 
“Tp © Charitable before wealth make 
B thee covetous, and loofe not the 
‘glory of the Mite. - Hf Riches encreafe, 
et thy mind hold pace with them, 
‘and think it not enough to be Libe- 
ral, but Munificent.. Though a Cup 
‘of cold water from fome hand may 
not be without it’s reward, yet ftick 
not thou for Wine and Oy] for the. 
Wounds of the Diftreffed, and treat: 
the poor, as our Saviour did the Mul- 
titude, tothe reliquesoffome baskets. 
/ A 9 Diffie - 


| (6) 

Diffufe thy beneficence early, and_ 
while thy Treafures call thee Matter : 
_there may be an Atropos of thy For- 
tunes before that of thy Life, and 
thy wealth cut off before thar hour, 
when all Men dhall be poor; for the 
Juftice of Death looks equally upon 
thedead, and Charou expects no more 
from Alexayder than from Tras. 


SECT, VL 
es VE not only unto feyen, bot 


alfo unto eight, *that is unto 
more than many. ‘Though to give 
unto every one that asketh { may 
feem fevere advice; yet give thou alo 
before asking, thar is, where want is 
filently clamorous, and mens Necefli- 
ties not their Tongues do loudly call. 
for thy Mercies. For though fome- 
times neceflitoufnefs be dumb, or mi- 
fery {peak not out, yet true Charity 
is fagacious, and will find out hints 
for beneficence. Acquaint thy felf 
with the Phyfiognomy of Want, and 


% Ecciefiafticus. + Luke. , 
let 


C7] | 

let the Dead colours and ‘firft lines of 
neceflity fuffife to tell thee ‘there isan 
obje@ for thy bounty. © not 
where thou canft not ealily be prodi- 
gal, and fear not to be undone by | 
mercy. For fince he whohath pity on: 

the poor Jendeth unto the Almighty 
Rewarder, who obferves no Ides but — 
every day for his:payments-; Charity 
becomes pious Ufury, Chriftian Libe- 
rality the moft! thriving induftry , 
and: what we adventure in a. Cockboat 
may return ih a Cartack unto. us. 
‘He who thus cafts his breadupon tl: 
“Water thall fiwely find it again ; for 
be ag falleth tothe bottom, it 
finks bet like the Ax of the Prophet, 
‘to arife again untohim. © 


SECT. VL 


|’ Aivarice be thy Vice, yet ‘make 
it: not thy Punifhment. Miferabie 
men commiferate not themfelyes, ‘bo- 
wellefs unto others, and mercile&S - 
unto their:own bowels. Let‘the frut 
tion of things blefs the pofleffion of 

A-4 them 


{ 8] 
“them , and think it more fatisfa@ion 
to live richly than dye rich. For 
-.fince thy good works, not thy goods, 
will. follow thee ; -fince wealth is an 
-appertinance of life, andno dead Man 
is Rich; to famifh in Plenty,, and 
live poorly to dye Rich, were a mul- 
tiplying improvement in Madneds, and 
ule upon ufe in Folly. . | 


SECT. Vi. 
sk $T not to the Omnipotency 


of Gold, and fay not unto it 
Thou art my Confidence. Kifs not 
thy hand to that Terreftrial-‘Sun, nor 
Dore thy ear unto its fervitude. “A 
Slave unto Mammon makes no fer- 
vant unto God. Covetoufnefs cracks 
the finews of Faith ;.nummes the ap- 
prehenfion of any thing above fenfe, 
-and only affected with the certainty 
of things prefent makes a perad- 
venture of things to come; _ lives 
but unto one World, nor hopes but 
fears another; makes their own 
‘death {weet unto others, bitter unto 

3 _ then- 


en - 
themfelves; brings’ formal fadnefs, 
{cenical mourning, andno wet eyes 


at the grave. 


SECT IX. | 
Pp” RSONS lightly dipt, not grain’d. 


in generous Honefty, are but 

pale in Goodnefs, and faint hued in 
Integrity. But be thou what thou 
vertuoufly art, and let not the Ocean 
wath away thy Tinéture. Stand mag- 
netically upon that Axis, when pru- 
dent fimplicity hath fixt there; and 
let no attraction invert the Poles of 
thy Honefty. That Vice may be un- 
ealy and even monftrous unto thee, 
let iterated: good Acts and long con- 
firmed habits make Virtue almoft na- 
tural, or a fecond nature in thee. 
Since virtuous fuperftructions have 
commonly generous foundations, dive 
into thy inclinations, and early dif- 
cover what nature bids thee to be, or 
tells thee thou’ may’ft be. They who 
thus timely defcend into themfelves, 
& cultivate the good feeds which nay 
Boog ee ture 


[ 10 j 
ture hath fer in them, prove not 
fhrubs but Cedars in their genera- 
tion. And to be in the form of the 
beft of the Bad, or the worft of the 
Good, * will be no fatisfaCtion unto 
them. | : 


SECT. X. 


AV AKE not the confequence of 
‘ Virtue the ends thereof. Be not 
beneficent for a name or Cymbal of 
applaufe, nor exact and juft in Com- 
merce for the advantages of Truft and 
‘Credit, which attend the reputation of 
true and punctual dealing. For thefe 
Rewards, though unfought for, plain 
Virtue will bring with her. To have 
other by-ends in, good actions fowers _ 
Laudable performances, which mutt 
have deeper roots, motives, and infti- 
aa to give themi the flamp of 


Virtues, 


| Opti’ maleiey gefoai bona. 
SECT, 


aed ‘ 
\ 


[a] 


SECT. XL 


ET not the Law of thy — 
L be the non ultra of thy Honefty ; 
nor think that always good enough . 
swvhich the Law willmake pood. Nar 
row not the Law of Charity, Equity, . 
Mercy. — Gofpel Rightwuutiett 
with Legal Right. Be not a mere: 
Gamaliet.in the Faith, but leethe Ser. 
mon in the Mount be a Ti “are ; 
unto the Law of Sunah.. 


SECT. XI 


L VE by. Old Ethigks and the claf- 
fical Rules of Honefty. Put: 
no new Hames or actions spon An- 
thentick ‘Virtues and Vices. Think nor 
that Morality is Ambulatory; that 
Vicesin one age are not Vices in ano- 
ther ;\ or thar Vircues, which are 12+ 
ater alse ‘everlafting Seal ofvight Red- 
Yon; imay bé-Stanise!l by Opiniva. 
find therefore: thougly vieidus tines 


| anyort — OS thies, and fer 
up 


[ 12 ] 
up a new Ethicks againft Virtue, yet 
hold thou -unto old . Morality ; and 
rather than follow a multitude to do 
evil, ftand like Pompey’s Pillar con- 
{picuous by: thy felf, and fingle in In- 
oath , And ftnce the worft of times 
afford :imitable Examples of Virtue; 
fince rio Deluge of Vice is like to be 
fo general, but more than; eight will 
efcape; Eye well thofe Heroes who 
have held their Heads above Water , 
who have,: touched Pitch, and not 
been defiled, and. in the common 
Contagion have remained uncorrup- 
ted. a 7 


: gO ce a ae ae eae a Ve 
i T Age nat, Envy draw wrinkles 
($j on thy cheeks, be: content:to be 
envyd, but envy not: ,;.. Emulation 
may be plauftble and ‘Indignation al- 
Jowable ,> bug admit yno. treaty: with 
that paffions whith wo.) cixounifante 
at the -good of others: becaufe they 
enjoy. it,.thongh .aot : waworthy- of 


4 #) pan it, 


[ 13 ] 
it,is an abfurd depravity, flicking faft 
unto corrupted. nature, and often 
too hard for Humiliry and Charity, 
the great Suppreffors of Envy. This 
furely is a Lyon. not to be ftrangled 
but by Hercules himfelf, orthe higheft 
{trefs of our minds, and an Atom of 
that power which fubdueth all things 
unto. itfefi. 2. : 3 


Bs SRE geo 
SECT. UXW 
. EE Sone A EO Last 
OO’. ‘not thy ‘Humility | unto 
- humiliation. : from: adverfity , 
but look humbly down in! that State 
when others look upwards upon thee. 
Think not thy own fhadow:.longer 
than: that of others, ‘nor ‘delight to 
take the Altitude of thy felf: ; Be pa- 
tient in ,the-age'of, Pride, when Men 
live by fhort:intervals of Reafon un- 
der the dominion of Humor and Pai- 
fion, when it’s in the Power of every 
one to transfor tes ole OF chy. lr, 
sand.sun thee into the fhort madnefs. 
Hf “you “cannot: imitate + fob , - yet 
comeriot short: of Saerates, and thofe 
Sek _ patient 


. # vob 


a 


[ 14 ] 
patient Pagans who tired the Tongues 
of their Enemies, while they perceiv- 
ed they {pic their malice at brazen 
Walls and Statues. | 


SECT. XV. 


| Be not the Sun in Capricorn * 
go down upon thy. wath, but 
write thy wrongs in Afhes. Draw 
the Curtain of night. upon injuries, 
fhut them up in the Tower of Obli- 


vion ¢ and let them be as though they - 


had not been. To forgive our Ene- 
mies, yet hope that God will punith 
them, is not to forgive enough. To 
forgive them our felves, and not to 
pray God to forgive them, "is a par- 
tial piece of Charity. Forgive thine ene- 
amies totally, and. without any -xeferve, 
that however God will revenge thee. 


ee ae at ee eee es 
, * Even when the Days are fhorte®.. =, , 
 -$ Alluding unto the Tower of Oblivion mentioned 


e 
oe te? 


-by Procopias, ‘whith was the. nurse of «Tower ef 


_Ireprifoninest ameogg the Pexfans; wheeyer Wis 
put therein was an it ‘were Buried alive, andit was 
“eat fos ‘im j but to vontne Bien, ne Se ee 
- @ias ‘ az FI 


~ 


SECT, 


L 15 ] 
SECT. XVI. 


H1LE thou fo hotly difclaim- 

eft the Devil, be not guilty 

of Diabolifm. Fall not into one name 
with that unclean Spirit, nor act his 
nature whom thou fo much abhorreft; 
that is to Accufe, Calumniatre, Back- 
bite, Whifper, Detrad, or finiftroufly 
interpret others. Degenerous depra- 
vities, and narrow minded yices! not 
only below St. Pax/snoble Chriftian 
buc riffotle’s true Gentleman.:* 
Truft not with fome that the Epiftle 
of St. ‘ames is Apoctyphal, and fo 
read with lefs fear thar Stabbing 
Truth, that incompany with this vice 
thy Religion is:in vain. A/o/és broke 
the Tables without breaking of the. 
Law; but where Charity is broke, 
the Law it felf is fhattered, which 
cannot be whole without Loye, which 
is the fulfilling | ofit. - Look humbly 
upon thy Virtues, and. though-thou 


"© Sce sriforle’sEthicks, chapter of Magasnimity, 
me : art 


[ 16 ] 

art Rich in fome, yet think thy felf 
Poor and Naked without that Crown- 
ing Grace, which thinketh no evil, 
which envieth not, which beareth, 
hopeth, believeth, endurcth all things. 
With thefe fure Graces, while bufy 
Tongues are crying out for a drop of 
cold Water,‘ mutes may be in happi- 
nefs, and fing the Arig *in 1 Hea- 
ven. 


SECT. XVII 


OWEVER thy underftanding 

may waver in the Theories of 
True and Falfe, yet faften the Rudder 
of thy Will, fteer {trait unto good and 
fall’ not foul on evil. Imagination is 
apt to rove: arid conjecture to keep 
no bounds. Some have run ‘out fo 
far, as to fancy the Stars might be 
but the light of the Cryftalline Hea- 
ven fhot threugh* perforations on 
the ‘bodies of -the’ Orbs... Others 


_ more: ‘Ingenioufly doubt whethertheré 


ae 


* a Holy, Holy. 


hath 


, 


{17 ] 
hath not been a vaft cract of Land in 
the Atlantick Ocean, which: Earth- 
quakes and violent caufes have long 
ago devoured. Speculative Mifap- 
prehenfions. may be innocuous, but 
immorality pernicious ; Theorical mi- 


flakes and Phyfical Deviations may 


condemn our Judgments, not lead us 
into Judgment. | But perverfity of 
Will, immoral and finfull enormities 
walk with Adrafte and Neme/fis at 
their Backs, purfue us unto Judg- 
ment, and leaye us vicioufly mife- 
rable. - | bo oe 


SECT. XVM - 


‘TZ w early defiance unto thofe 
B Vices which are of thine inward 
Family, and having a root in thy 
Temper plead a right and: propriety 
in thee. Raife timely batteries againtft 
thofe ftrong holds built upon the 
Rock of Nature, and make this a. 
great part of the Militia of thy life. 
Delude not thy felf into iniquities 
from participation or community, 

which 


[ 18 } 
which abate the fenfe but not the ob- 
liquity of them. To conceive fins 
lefs, or lefs of fins, becaufe others alfo 
Tranfgrels, were Morally to commit 
that natural fallacy of Man, to take 
‘comfort from -Society, and think ad- 
verfities lefs, becaufe others alfo fuffer 
them. The politick nature of Vice 


muft be oppofed by Policy. And |: 
therefore wifer Honefties proje& and |: 
‘plot againft it. Wherein notwith- | 
‘ftanding we-are not to reft in gene- | 
"rals, or the trite Stratagems of Art. | 


That may fucceed with one which | 


may prove fucceflefs with another: 
There ig no, commitinipy ‘or Xcommon- 
weal of Virtue: Every man mutt 
‘ftudy his own ceconomy, and adapt 
-fuch rules unto the figure of himfell 


SECT. XIX. . 


B E fub(tantially oreat in thy felf, . 


and more than thou appeareft 
unto others; and let the World be 


deceived in thee, as they are in the * 


Lights of Heaven. Hang early plum- 
1 4 mets 


Se ee as | 
mets upon the heels of Pride, and let 
' Ambition have but an Epicycle and — 
' narrow circuit in theé. Meafure not 
‘thy felf by thy morning fhadow, but 
by the extent of thy grave, and 
' Reckon thy felf above the Earth by 
‘ the line thou mutt be contented with 
‘ wnder it. Spread not into boundlefs 
i Expanfions either of defigns or de- 
fires. Think not’ that mankind liveth 
: but for a few, and that the reft are 
* born but to ferve thofe Ambitions’, 
* which make ‘ut flies of Men and 
 wildernefies of whole Nations. Swell 
¢ mot into vehement actions which im- 
 feoil and confound the Zarth; ‘but 
% ‘be one of thofe violent ones which 
~ force * the Kingdom of Heaven. If 
f theu muft needs Rule, be Zeno’s 
King, and enjoy that Empire which 
every Man gives himfelf. He who - 
_ is thus his own Monarch contentedly 
! fways the Scepter of himfelf, not en- 
vying the Glory of Crowned Heads 
is and Elohims of the Earth. Could the 
Cit | 


wet ‘* Matthew XI. , | 


[ 20 ] 
World unite in the practife of tha 
defpifed train of Virtues, which th Er 
Divine Ethicks of our Saviour hath*" 
fo inculcated unto us, the furious face* 
of things muft difappear, Eden woul 
be yet to be found, and the Angelst 
might look down not with pity, butt 
Joy upop-us. 3 Q 


SECT. XX. 


HOUGH the Quicknefs of thine[ 
sg Ear were able to reach the} 
ipoife of the Moon, which fome think} 
At maketh in it’s rapid revolution; ° 
‘though the. number: of thy Ears}: 
fhould equal Argus his Eyes; yet! 
‘op them all with the wife man’s wax, 
and be deaf unto the fuggeftions of 
.Talebearers, Caluminiators, Pickthank 
or Malevolent Delators, who while |: 
-quiet Men fleep, fowing the Tares of 
difcord and divifion, diftraét the tran- ' 
quillity: of Charity and all friendly : 
Society. Thefe are the Tongues that ; 
fet the world on fire, cankers of re- 
putation, and, like that of ‘Jonas his 
7 a Gourd 


sourd, wither a good name in a 
ight, Evil Spirits may fir ftill while 
shefe Spirits walk about, and _per- 
‘orm the bufinefs of Hell. To {peak 
nore ftriétly , our corrupted hearts 
ire the Factories of the Devil, which 
nay be at work without his pre- 
ence. For when that circumventing 
Spirit hath drawn Malice, Envy, and 
Ul unrighteoufnefs. unto well rooted 
abits in his difciples, iniquity then 
foes On upon its own legs, and if 
he gate of Hell were fhut up for a 
ime, Vice would ftill be fertile and 
‘roduce the fruits of Hell. Thus 
vhen God forfakes us, Satan alfo 
eaves us. For fuch offenders he looks 
ipon as fure and fealed up, and his 
‘emptations-then needlefS unto them. 


: SECT. XXI. 

‘AL NNIHILATE not the Mercies 
A of.God'by the Oblivion: of In- 
ratitude. For Oblivion is a kind of 
\nnihilation, and for things to be as 
hough they had not been is: like 
, unto 


f 5 


unto never being. Make not th 


Phylacteries. Regifter not -onl 
ftrange but merciful occurrences: L 
Ephemerides not Olympiads giv 
thee. account of his mercies. Let th 
Diaries ftand thick with dutiful. Me 
mentos and Afterisks of acknowledg 
ment. And to be compleat and for 
get nothing, date not his. merc 
from thy nativity, Look beyond t 
World, and before the 4ira of dd. 


S E.C TT. | XXIL 


AIN® not the Sepulcher of thy 
felf} and ftrive not to beautiff. 


Hour-Glaffes. to: juftify thy’ impet 
fections.. Think not that always’ od 
which. thou. thinkeft. thew. canft d 
ae 3 —— way 


Ae | 


ways wake good, nor that cinticnled 


which the Sun doth not behold. 
That which the Sun doth not now 
fee. will be vifible when. the Sua is 
out, and the Stars are fallen from 
Heaven. Meanwhile there is no dark-. 
nefs unto Confcience, which can fee. 
without Light, and in the deepeft 
obfcurity give a clear Draught of 
things, which the Cloud of diffimu- 
Jation hath conceal’d from all eyes. 
There is a natural ftanding Court 
within us; examining, acquitting, and 
condemning at. the Tribunal of our 
felves, wherein: iniquities. have their 
natural Theta’s, and.no. nocent is ab- 
folved. by. the verdict of himfelf. And 
therefore although. our. tranfgreffions 
fhall..be. tryed: at the laft bar, the pro- 
cefs need. not be long: for the Judge 
of. all, knoweth, all, and, every. Man 
will nekedly;, know himfelé.. And ~ 
when, fo: few are like.'ta plead. not 
ob a the Affze mutt. fon. hase. 
cn : 


SECT, 


ee 
SECT. XXII 


OMPLY With fome humors, bear. 
with others, but ferve none. 

Civil complacency confifts with -de- 
cent honefty: Flattery is a Juggler, 
and no Kin unto Sincerity. Bue 
while thou maintaineft the plain path, 
and fcorneft to flatter others, fall not 
into felf Adulation, and become not 
thine own: Parafite. Be deaf -unto 
thy felf, and be not betrayed at 
home. Self-credulity, pride, and levi- 
ty lead unto felf-Idolatry. There is no 
Damocles like unto felf opinion, nor 
any Stren to our own fawning Con- 
ceptions. Id magnify our minor 
things, or hug our felves in our ap- 
paritions; to afford a credulous Ear 
unto the clawing fuggeftions of fancy ; 
to: pais our days in painted miftakes 
of our felves; and though we behold 
our own blood, to think: our felves 
the Sons of Fupiter*; are blandifh- 


© # As Alexander the Great did, 
ments 
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ments of felf love, worfe than out- 
ward delufion. By this Impofture. 
Wife Men fometimes are Miftaken 
in their Elevation, and look above 
themfelves. And Fools, which are 
Antipodes unto the Wife, conceive 
themfelves to be but their Perzecz, 
and in the fame parallel with them. 


SECT. XXIV. 


E not afercules furens abroad , 
B and.a Poltron within thy felf- 
To chafe our Enemies out of the 
Field, and be led captive by our 
Vices; to beat down our Foes, and 
fall down to our Concupifcences; are 
Solecifms in Moral Schools, and no 
Laurel atterids them. To well ma- 
nage our Affections, and wild Horfes 
of Plato, are the highect Circenfes ; 
and the nobleft Digladiation is in the 
Theater of our felves: for therein 
our inward Antagonifts, not only 
like common Gladiators, with ordi- 
nary Weapons and down right Blows 
make at us, but alfo like Retiary and 
7 B Laque- 
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Laqueary. Combatants, with Nets, 
Frauds, and Entanglements fall upon 
us. Weapons for juch combats are 
not to be forged at Lipara: Vulcan’s 
Art doth nothing in this internal Mi- 
litia: wherein not the Armour of 
Achilles, but the Armature of St. 
Paul, gives the Glorious day, and 
Triumphs not Leading up into Capi- 
tols, butup into the higheft Heavens. 
And therefore while fo many think 
it the only valour to command and 
-mafter others, ftudy thou the Domi- 
nion of thy felf, and quiet thine own 
Commotions. Let Right Reafon be 
thy Lycurgus, and lift up thy hand 
unto the Law of it ; move by the In- 
telligences of the fuperiour Faculties, 
not by the Rapt of Paffion, nor 


merely by that of Temper and Con-., 


{titution. They who are merely 
carried on by the Wheel of fuch In- 


clinations, without the Hand and. 
Guidance of Sovereign Reafon, are. 


but the Automatous part of mankind, 
sather lived than living, or at leaft 
underliving themfelves, ; 
a SECT. 
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SECT. XXV. 
ie not Fortune, which hath no 


name in Scripture, have any in 

thy Divinity. Let Providence, not 
Chance, have the honour of thy ac- 
knowledgments, and be thy Oced:pus 
in Contingences. Mark well the 
Paths and winding Ways: thereof; 
but be not too wife in the Conftru- 
ction, or fudden in the Application. 
The Hand of Providénce writes of- 
ten by ‘Abbreviatures, Hierogly- 
hicks or fhort Charactérs, which, 

ike the Laconifm ori the Wall, are 
not to be made out but by a Hint or 
Key from that Spirit which indited 
them. Leave future occurrences to 
their uncertainties, think that which 
is prefent thy own ; And fince ’tis 


:  eafier to foretell an Eclipfe, than a 


foul Day at fome diftance, Look for 
little Regular below. Attend with 
patience the uncertaiaty of Things, 
and what lieth yet’ unexerted tn the 
Chaos of Futurity. The uncertainty 

: B 2 and 
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and ignorance of Things to come 
makes the World new unto us by 
unexpected Emergences, whereby we 
pafs not our days in the trite road 
of affairs affording no Novity; for 
the novellizing Spirit of Man lives 


by variety, and the new Faces of 
Things. so 


SECT XXVIL 


T HOUGH4 contented Mind en- 
largeth the dimenfion of little 
things, and unto fome ’tis Wealth 
enough not ‘to be Poor, and’ others 
are well content, if they be but Rich 
enough to be Honeft, and to give 
every Man his due: yet fall not into 
that obfolete Affe@ation of Bravery 
to throw away thy. Money, and to 
reject all’ Honours or Honourable 
{tations in this courtly: and {plendid 
World. Old. Generofity is fuper- 
annuated,’ and fuch contempt of the 
World out of date.” No Man is now 
“ like to refufe the favour of great ones, 

or be content tofay unto Princes, ftand 


our 


—— 


/ 
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out of my Sun. And if any there be 
of fuch antiquated Refolutions, they 
are not like to be tempted out of 
them by great ones; and ’tis fair if 
they efcape the name of Hypocon- 
driacks from the Genius of latter 
times, unto whom contempt of the. 
World is the moft contemptible opt- 
nion, and to be able, like Bzas, to 
carry all they have about them were 
to bethe eighth Wife-man. However; 
the old tetrick Philofophers look’d - 
always with Indignation upon fuch a 
Face of Things, and obferving the 
unnatural-current of Riches, Power, 
and Honour ‘in the World, and with- 
all the imperfetion and demerit of 
perfons often advanced unto them, 
Were tempted unto angry. Opinions, 
that Affairs were ordered more by 
Stars. than Reafon, and thar things 
went on rather by Lottery, than 
Election. 


B 3 — gEcT. 
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SECT. XXVIII. 


F thy Veffel be but fmall in the 
Ocean of this World, if Meanneis 

of Pofleffions be thy allotment upon 
Earth, forget not thofe Virtues which 
the great difpofer of all bids thee to 
entertain from thy Quality and Con- 
dition, that is, Sabmifkon, Humility, 
Content of mind, and Induftry. Con- - 
tent may dwell in all Sations. To 
be low, but above contempt, may 
be high cnough to be Happy: But 
many of low Degree may be higher 
than. computed, and fome Cubits 
above the common Commenfuration ; 
for in all States Virtue gives Qualifi- 
cations, and. Allowances, which make 
out defects. Rough Diamonds are 
fometimes miftaken for Pebbles, and 
‘Meannefs may be Rich in Accom- 
plifhments, which Riches in vain 
defire. If our merits be above our 
Stations, if our intrinfecal Value be 
greater than what we go for, or our 
Value than our Valuation, and if we 
{tand 
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ftand higher in God’s, than in the Cen- 
for’s Book; it may make fome equi- 
table balance in the inequalities of 
this World, and there may be no 
fuch vaft Chaim or Gulph between 
-difparities as common Meafures deter- 
mine. The Divine Eye looks upon 
high and low differently from that of 
Man. They who feem to ftand up- 
on Olympus, and high mounted unto 
"our eyes, may be but in the Valleys, 
and low Ground unto his; for he 
looks upon thofe as higheft who near- 
eft approach his Divinity, and upom 
thofe as loweft, who are fartheft 
from it. | 


SECT. XXVIII 


GX 7 HEN thou lookeft upon the 
Imperfections of others, al- 

low one Eye for what is Laudable in 
them, a the balance they have 
from fome excellency, which may 
render them confiderable. While we 
look with fear or hatred upon the 
Teeth of the Viper, we may behold. 
: B 4 his 
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his Eye with love. In venemous 
Natures fomething may be amiable: 
Poytons afford Antipoyfons: nothing 
is totally, or altogether ufelefly bad. 
Notable Virtues are fometimes dafhed 
with notorious Vices, and in fome 
Vicious tempers have been found il- 
luftrious Acts of Virtue; which 
makes fuch obfervable worth in fome 
actions of King Demetrius, Anto- 
nins, and Abab, as are not to be 
found in the fame kind in Ariftzdes , 
Numa, or David. Conftancy, Ge- 
nerofity, Clemency, and Liberality 
_have been highly confpicuous in fome 
Perfons not markt out in other con- 
cerns for Example or Imitation. But 
fince Goodnefs is.exemplary in all, 
if others have not our Virtues, let us 
not be wanting in theirs, nor fcorn- 
_ing them for their Vices whereof we 
are free, be condemned by their Vir- 
tues, wherein we are deficient. There 
is Drofs, Alloy, and Embafement in 
all human Temper ; and he flieth 
without Wings, who thinks to find 
Ophyr or pure Metal in any. For 
3 a per- 
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perfection is not like Light center’d 
in any one Body, but like the difper- 
fed Seminalities of Vegetables at the 
Creation fcattered through the whole 
Mafs of the Earth, no place produ- 
cing all and almoft all fome. So that 
tis well, if a perfect Man can be 
made.out of many Men, and to the 
perfect. Eye of God even: out: of 
Mankind. Time, which _ perfects 
fome Things, imperfects-alfo others. 
Could we intimately apprehend the 


Ideated Man, and as he ftood in the | 


intellect of God upon the firft exer- 
tion by: Creation, we might more 
narrowly comprehend our prefent 
Degeneration, aud how widely we 


are fallen :from ‘the pure Exemplar: 
and Idea of our Nature: for after: 


this corruptive Elongation from a pri- 


mitive and pure Creation, we are 
almoft loft. in Degeneration ;- and: 
Adam hath not only. fallen from his: 
Creator,. bat we our felves from: 


Adam, .out .Tycho and primary Ge- 
nerator. — - 


Bs | SECT. 
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SECT. XXIX. 


8 ag one not rafhly with Adver- 
| fities not yet underftood; and 
— everlook not the Mercies often bound 
ap in them. For we confider not 
fufficiently . the good of Evils, nor 
fairly compute the Mercies of Provi- 
dence in things affliGive at firft hand. 
The famous Andreas Doria being 
invited to a Feaft by Aloyfio Frefchi 
with defign to Kill him, juft the 
night before, fell mercifully into a 
fit of the Gout and fo efcaped that 
milchief When Cato intended to 
Kill himfelf, from a blow which he 
gave his fervant, who would not 
reach his Sword unto-him, his Hand 


fo fwell’d that he had much ado to 


Effect his defign. Hereby any one 
but a refolyed Stoick might have 


takea a fair hint .of:. confideration ,. 


and that fome mercifull Genius would 
have contrived his prefervation. To 
be fagacious in fuch intercurrences is 
not Superftition, but wary and pious 

= : Difcre- 


oe — Dic Ata cai aE — 


C35 ] 
Difcretion, and-to contemn fuch hints | 
were to be deaf unto the —s 
hand of God, wherein Socrates an 
Cardan would hardly have been: 
miftaken. 


SECT. XXX. 


TT) REAK not open the gate of” 
Deftruction, and make no hafte- 

or buftle unto Ruin. Poft not heed- 
lefly on unto the won ultra of 
Folly, or precipice of Perdition. Let 
vicious ways have their Tropicks. 
and Deflexions, and fwim in the 
Waters of Sin but as in the 4/phal-. 
tick Lake, though fmeared and de- 
filed, not to fink to the bottom. If 
thou haft dipt thy foot in the Brink, 
yet venture not over Rubicon. Run. 
not into Extremities from whence - 
there is no regreffion. In the vici- 
ous ways of the World it mercifully ~ 
falleth out that we become not ex- - 
tempore wicked, but it taketh fome 
time and pains to undo our felves. 
We fall not from Virtue, like Vul-. 
can 
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can from Heaven, in a day. Bad 
Difpofitions require fome time to 

grow into bad Habits, bad Habits 

muft undermine good, and often re- 

peated acts make us habitually evil : 
~ fo that by gradual depravations, and 
while we are but ftaggeringly evil, 

we are not left without Parenthefes 
of confiderations, thoughtful rebukes, 

and merciful interventions, to recal 

us unto our felves. For the Wifdom 
of God hath methodiz’d the courfe 
of things unto the beft advantage of 
coodnels, and thinking Confiderators 
— everlook not the tract thereof. 


SEC T. XXXI. 


iIncE Men and Women have 
S their proper Virtues and Vices, 
and even Twins of different fexes 
have not only diftin@ coverings in 
the Womb, but differing qualities 
and Virtuous Habits after; tran{place 
not their Propricties and confound 
not their Diftin@ions. Let Mafcu- 
line and feminine accomplifhments 
3 - fhine 
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fhine in their proper Orbs, and 
adorn their Refpedctive fubjects. 
However unite not th eVices of both 
Sexes in one; be not Monftrous in 
Iniquity, nor Hermaphroditically Vi- _ 
tious. 


SECT. XXXII. 


le generous Honefty, Valour, and 
plain Dealing, be the Cognifance _ 
of thy Family or Characteriftick of 
thy Country, hold faft fuch inclina- 
tions fuckt in with thy firft Breath, 
and which lay in the Cradle with 
thee. Fall not into transforming de- 
generations, which under the old 
name create a new Nation. Be not 
an Alien in thine own Nation; bring 
not Orontes into Tiber; learn the 
Virtues not the Vices of thy foreign 
Neighbours, and make thy imitation - 
by difcretion not contagion. Feel 
fomething of thy felf in the noble 
Acts of thy Anceftors, and find in 
thine own Genius that of thy Pre- 
deceffors. Reft not under the Ex- 
7 pired 
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pired merits of others, fhine by thofe 
of thy own. Flame not like the 
central fire which enlightneth no 
Eyes, which no Man feeth, and moft 
men think there’s no fuch thing to be 
feen. Add one Ray unto the com- 
mon Luftre; add not only to the 
Number but the Note of thy Gene- 
ration; and prove not a Cloud but 
an Afterisk in thy Region. 


SEC T. XXXII. 


INCE thou haft an Alarum in 
S thy Breaft, which tells thee thou 
haft a Living Spirit in thee above 
two thoufand times in an hour; dull 
not away thy Days in floathful fupi- 
nity and the tedioufnefs of doing no- 
thing. To ftrenuous Minds. there is 
an inquietude in overquietnefs, and 
no laborioufnefs in labour; and to 
tread a mile after the flow pace of a 
Snail, or the heavy meafures of the 
Lazy of Brazilia, were a moft tiring 
Pennance, and worfe than a Race 
of fome furlongs at the Peers 

The 
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The rapid courfes of the heavenly 
bodies are rather imitable by our 
Thoughts than our corporeal Moti- 
ons; yet the folemn motions of our 
lives amount unto a greater meafure 
than iscommonly apprehended. Some 
few men have {urrounded the Globe 
ofthe Earth; yet many in the fet 
Locomotionsand movements of their 
days have meafured the circuit of it, 
and twenty thoufand miles have been 
exceéded by: them. Move circum- 
fpectly not meticuloufly, and rather 
carefully follicitous than anxioufly 
follicicudinous. Think not there is a 
Lyon .in the way, nor walk with 
Leaden Sandals in the paths of Good- — 
nefs; butin all Virtuous motions ler 
Prudence determine ‘thy meafures. 
Strive not to run like Hercules a 
furlong in a breath: Feftination may 
ips saa apse Deliberating de- 

y may be wife cunctation, and 
flownels no. floathfulneds..... az 


_ SECT. | 
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SECT. XXXIV. - 


Nin cE Virtuous Actions have their 
. own Trumpets, and without any 
noife. from thy felf will have their 
refound abroad; bufy: not thy  beft 
Member in the Encomium of thy felf. 
Praifeis a debt we owe unto the Vir- 
tues of others, and due unto our 
~ own from all, whom Malice hath 
not made Mutes; or Envy {ftruck: 
Dumb. Fall not however into the com- 
mon prevaricating way of felf com: 
mendation and boafting, by denoting 
the imperfections of others. He who 
difcommendeth others obliquely com- 
mendeth himfelf. He who whifpers 
their infirmities proclaims his own 
Exemption. from them, and confe-: 


quently fays, Fam not.as this Pub-. 


lican, or He Niger, *,whom I talk 


of. . Open oftentation :and loud vain- 
glory is more tolerable than; this :obli- 


quity, as but containing fomeFroath, 


* Hic Niger of, hunc tu Romane caveto. Horace. 
| ho 
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no Ink, as but confifting of a perfonal 
piece of folly, nor complicated with 
uncharitablenefs. Superfluoufly we 
feek a precarious applaufe abroad: 
every good Man hath his plandite 
within himfelf; and though his 
Tongue be filent, is not without loud 
Cymbals in his Breaft. Confcience 
will become his Panegyrift , and 
never forget to crown and extol him 
unto himielf. ' 


SECT. XXXV. 


LESS not thy felf only that 
B thou wert bornin Athens ; * bur 
among thy multiplyed acknowledg- 
_ ments lift up one hand unto Heaven, 
; that thou wert born of Honeft Pa- 
rents, that Modefty , Humility, 
Patience, and Veracity lay in the 
fame Egg, and came into the World 
with thee. From fuch foundations 
thou may’ft be Happy in a Virtuous 


* As Socrates did. Athens a place of Learning and 
Civility. 
. pre. 
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precocity, and make an early and 
long walk in Goodnefs; fo may’ft 
thou more naturally feel the contra- 
riety of Vice unto Nature, and refift 
fome by the Antidote of thy Tem- 
per. As Charity covers, fo Modefty 
preventeth a multitude of fins; with- 
holding from noon day Vices and 
brazen-brow’d Iniquities, from fin- 
ning on the houfe top, and painting 
our follies with the rays of the Sun. 
Where this Virtue reigneth, though 
Vice may fhow its Head, it cannot 
be in its Glory: where fhame of 
fin fets, look not for Virtue to arife; 
for when Modefty taketh Wing, 
Afirea* goes foon after. 


SECT. XXXVI 
i ‘une Heroical vein of Mankind 


runs much in the Souldiery, 
and couragious part of the World; 
and in that form we ofteneft find 


* Affrza Goddels of Juftice and confequently of 


all Vircue. 
Men 
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Men above Men. Hiftory is full of 
the gallantry of that Tribe; and 
when we read their notable Acts, we 
eafily find what a difference there is 
betweena Life in Plutarchand inLa- 
ertizs. Where true Fertitude dwells, 
Loyalty, Bounty, Friendihip, and 
Fidelity , "may be found. A man 
may confide in perfons .conftiruted 
for noble ends, who dare do and 
fuffer , and who have a Hand to burn 
for their Country and their Friend. 
Small and creeping things are the 
product of petty Souls. He is like 
to be.miftaken, who makes choice 


_ iof a.covetous Man for a Friend, of 
' relieth.upon the Reed of narrow 


and poltron Friendfhip. Pityful 
things are only to be found in the 
cottages of fuch Breafts; but bright 
Thoughts, clear Deeds, Conftancy, 
Fidelity, Bounty, and generous Ho- 
nefty are the Gems of noble Minds ; 


_ wherein, to derogate from none, 


the true Heroick Englifh Gentleman 


hath no Peer. 
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SECT. L. 


UNISH not thy. felf with Plea- 
_ fure;, Glut not thy fenfe with 
palative Delights; nor revenge the 


contempt of Temperance by the pe- * 


nalty of Satiety. Were there an Age 
of delight or any pleafuie. durable, 
who would not honour Volupia? 


but the Race of Delight is fhort,.and — 
Pleafures. have mutable faces. The | 


‘pleafures of one age are not pleafures 
in another, and their Lives fall fhort 
of our own. Even in our fenfual 


Pe ee oe 


me eer - 


pas 


days the ftrength of delightis in its : 
- feldomnefs or tarity, and fting in its ° 


fatiety: Mediocrity is its Life, and 


immoderacy itsConfufion. The Lux- — 


urious Emperors of old inconfiderate- 
ly fatiated themfelves with the Dain- 


tics of Sca and Land, till, wearied © 


through 
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through all varieties, their refeCtions 
became a ftudy unto them, and they 
were fain to feed by Invention. No- 


_ vices in true Epicurifm! which b 


mediocrity, paucity, quick and health- 
ful Appetite, makes delights fmartly 
acceptable; whereby Epicurus him- 
felf found Fupiter’s brain*in apiece 
of Cytheridian Cheefe, and the 
Tongues of Nightingals in a difh of 
Onyons. Hereby healthful and tem- 
perate poverty hath the ftart of naufe- 
ating Luxury; unto whofe clear and 
naked appetite every. meal is a feaft, 
and in one fingle dith the firft courfe 
of Metellus; {+ who are cheaply 
hungry, and never loofe their hunger, 
or advantage of acraving appetite, be- 
caufe obvious food contents it; while 
Nero * half famifh’d could not feed 
upon a piece of Bread, and lingring 
after his fnowed water, hardly got 


* Cerebrum ovis. for 'a Delicious bit: 2° 
t+ Metellus his riotous Pontificial Supper,. th 


' great variety” whereat is to be feen in Macrobins. 
. -& Nero in his flights: Snetem, 


a 


-down | 
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down an ordinary cup of Calda * By 


J 


fuch circumfcriptions. of pleafure the 


contemned Philofophers referved unto 
themfelves the fecret of - Delight, 
which. the Hed/uo’s of thofe days 
loft in their exorbitances. In vain 
we ftudy Delight: It is-at the com- 
mand of every fober Mind, and in 
every fenie born with us: but.Na- 
ture, who teacheth us the rule of 
= , inftru@eth alfo in the 
ounds thereof, and where its line 
expireth. And therefore Temperate 
Minds, not preffing their pleafures 


until the fling appeareth, enjoy their 


contentations contentedly, and with- 
out regret, and fo efcape the folly 
of excels, to be pleafed unto difpla- 
cency. | - , 


SECT. I.: 
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RING candid Eyes unto the 


QD) perufal of mens works , and 
let not Zozlifim or Detraétion blatt 


* Calda gelideque Minifter.: a as 
fe well 
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well intended labours. He that endu- 
reth no faults in mens writings muft on- 


» lyreadhis own, wherein for the moft 
; part all appeareth White. Quotati- 
. on miftakes, inadvertency, expedi- 


tion, and human Lapfes may make 


; not only Moles but Warts in Learn- 
, ed Authors, who notwithftanding 


Meer tee Ps 


being judged by the capital matter 
admit not of difparagement. I fhould 
unwillingly affirm that C%cero was 


, but flightly verfed in Homer, becaufe 


in his Work de Gloria he afcribed 


. thofe verfes unto “jax, which were 


delivered by Heétor. What if Plaua- 
tus in the account of Hercules mifta- 


. keth nativity for conception? Who 
. would have mean thoughts of 4pod- 


linaris Sidonius, who feems to 
miftake the River Tigris for Ex- 
phrates; and though a good Hifto- 
rian and learned Bifliop of Auvergne 
had the misfortune to be out in the 
Story of David, making‘ mention 
of him when the Ark was fent back 


by the Philiftins upona.Cart ; which 
was before his time. Though, I have 


no 
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no great opinion of Machiavel’s 
Leerning, yet I fhall not prefently 
fay, that he was but a Novice in 
Roman Hiftory; becaufe he was 
miftaken in placing Commodus after 
the Emperour Severus. Capital 
Truths are to be narrowly eyed, 
collateral Lapfes and circumftantial 
deliverics not to be too ftri@ly fifted. 
And if the fubftanrial fubje@t be well 
forged out, we need not examine 
the fparks, which irregularly fly 
from it. . 


SECT. IL 


1 Be well weighed Confiderations, 
not ftiff and peremptory Af- 
{umptions, guide thy difcourfes, Pen, 
and Actions. .To begin or continue 
our works like Trifmegiftus of old, 
verum certé verum atque veriffi- 
mum eff, * would found arrogantly 
unto prefent Ears in this ftriét enqui- 


* In Tabula Smarngdina, 
| ring 


id ee ee bie a a 
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ring Age, wherein, for the moft part, 
Probably, and Perhaps, will hardly. _ 
ferve to mollify the Spirit of captious 
Contradictors. If Cardax faith that: 
a Parrot is a beautiful Bird,  Scal/e- 
ger will fet his Wits o’ work to prove: 
it a deformed Animal. The Com- 
page of all Phyfical Truths is hot fo 
clofely jointed, but oppofition may: 
find intrufion, nor always {fo clofe- - 
ly maintained, as not to fuffer attri-— 


_ tion. Many: Pofitions feetn quod- 
' libetically conftituted , and like a 


= - + 


‘cu 


Delphian. Blade will. cut:on . both 
fides. Some Truths feem almoft 
Falfhoods, and fome Falfhoods almoft 
Truths; wherein. Falfhood and Truth. 


' feem almoft’ equilibrioufly ftated , 
‘and but a ‘few grains of :diftin@ion 


to bear down the. ballance. - Some 
have digged deep,- yet glanced by. the 


" Royal Vein; and.a Man may come 


‘ unto the Pericardium,. but. not the 


| 


/ 


Heart of! Truth. :. Befides , .many 


things are known, as fome are feen,. 
that is by Parallaxis, or at fome 
diftance from their true and proper 
aa | beings, 
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‘beings, the fuperficial regard of things 
having a different afpect from their 
true and central Natures. And this 
moves fober Pens unto fufpenfory 
and timorous aflertions, nor prefently 
to obtrude them as Szbyls leaves, 
which after confiderations may find 
to be but folious apparences, and not 
the central and vital interiours of 
Truth, | 


SECT. IV. 


"aALVE the Judicious, and let 
| not mere acquefts in minor 
parts of Leathifig gain thy preexifti- 
mation. - Tis ‘an uhjult way of com- 
plite to magnify a weal Head. fot 
fomé Latin abilities, and to uhder- 
yalue a folid Judgment, because he 


kriows riot the genealogy of Heézer. 


When that notable King. of france * 
would have his Soh to know but one 
fentence. in Latin, had it beea a 


ed Pd aa 


# Lewis ‘the Eleventh: Bui nefcit diffimalere ' 


— efeit: Regndre: 


pupielcegte ue tg oe Nol 


good 
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good one, perhaps it had been 
enough. Natural parts and good 
Judgments rule the World. States 
are not governed by Ergotifms. 
Many have Ruled: well who could 
not perhaps define a Commonwealth, 
and they who underftand not the 
Globe of the Earth command a great 
part of it. Where natural Logick 
prevails not, Artificial too often 
faileth. Where Nature fills the Sails, 
the Veflel goes {moothly on, and 
when Judgment is the Pifor, the 
Enfurance need not be high. When 
Induftry builds upon Scans , we 
may exfpect Pyramids: where that 
foundation is wanting, the ftructure 
muft be low. They do moft by 
Books, who could do much with- 
out ‘them, and he that chiefly ows 


-himfelf unto himfelf is the fubftan- 


tial Man. 
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et thy Studies ‘be fice as s thy 
_ Thoughts and en 
but 
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‘but fly not only upon the wings of 
Imagination; Joyn Senfe unto Rea- 
fon,-and Experiment unto Specula- 
tion, and fo give life unto Embry- 
on Truths, and Verities yet in their 
Chaos. There is nothing more ac- 
‘geptable unto the Ingenious World, 
than this noble EluCtation of Truth ; 
wherein, againft the tenacity of Pre- 
judice and Prefcription, this Cen- 
tury now prevaileth. What Libraries 
of new Volumes aftertimes will be- 
hold, and in what a new World 
of Knowledge the eyes of our Pol- 
terity may be happy, a few Ages 
may joyfully declare; and is but 
a cold thought ‘unto thofe, who 
cannot hope to behold this Exan- 
tlation of Truth, or that obfcured 
. Virgin half our of the Pit. Which 
might make fome content with a 
‘commutation of the time of their 
lives, and to commend the Fancy 


of the Pythagorean metempfychofis 5 _ 


whereby they might hope to enjoy 
this happinefs in their third or fourth 


felves, and behold that in Pytha- - 


J Y- 4 


4 | Lords 
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- goras, which they now but forefee 


in Euphorbus. * The World, which. 
took but fix days to make, is like 
to take fix thoufand to make out: 
mean while old Truths voted dowr 
begin to refume their places, and: 
new ones arife upon us; wherein 
there is no comfort in the happinefs: 
of Fallys Elizium, + or any fatif- 
faction from the Ghofts of the An- 
cients, who knew fo little of what 
is now well known. Men difparage 
not Antiquity; who pradently exalt 
new Enquiries, and make not them 
the ‘Judges of Truth:,, who were 
but fellow: Enquirers of it: Who 
can but magnify the Endeavors of 
Ariftotle, and the noble ftart which: 
Learning had under him;: or lefs 
than: pitty the flender progreffion 
made upon fuch advantages? While 
many Centuries were loft in repe- 
titions and tranfcriptions fealing up 


* Ipfe ego, nam memini, Trojani in tempore bells 
Panthoides Euphorbus eram. + Who comfort- 
ed himfclf that he fhould there converfe with the 


old Philofophers. 
| C3 . the 
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the Book of Knowledge. And there- 
fore rather than to {well the leaves 


of Learning by fruitlefs Repetitions, _ 


to fing the fame Song in all Ages, 
nor adventure at Effays beyond the 
attempt of others, many would be 
content that fome would write like 
Elelmont or Paracelfus; and be 
willing to endure the monftrofiry 
of fome opinions, for divers fingular 
notions requiting {uch aberrations. 


SECT. VI 


QP WESPISE mot the obliquities 
D of younger ways, npr delpair 
of better things whereof there. is 
yet no profpe&. Who would ima- 
gine that ‘Diogenes, who in his 
younger days was a falfifier of 
Money, fhould in che after courfe 
of his Life be fo great a contemner 


of Metal? Some Negros, who be- 


lieve the Refurre@tion, think that 
they fhall Rife white.* Even in this 


—® Mandelflo. 


life 
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life Regeneration may imitate Refut- 
rection, our black and vitious tin- 
ures may wear off, and goodnefs 
cloath us with candour. Good Ad- 
monitions Knock not always in vain. 
There will be fignal Examples of 
God’s mercy, and the Angels muft 
not want their charitable Rejoyces 
for the converfien of loft Sinners. 
Figures of moft Angles do neareft 
approach unte Circles, which have 
wo Angles at all. Some may be 
near- unto geodnefs, who are con 
ceived far from it, and many things 
happen, -not likely ‘focenfue from 
any promifes of Antecedencies. Cul- 
pable “beginnings haye found. com- 
anendable cenclufions, and infamous 
courfes pious retractations. Detefta- 


‘dle Sinners‘ have proved exemplary 


Converts on Earth, and may be 
Glorious ia the Apartment of Mary 
Magdalenin Heaven. Men are not 


the fame through all divifions of 


their Ages.. Time, Experience, felf 
Reflexions, and God’s mercies make 
in fome well-temper'd minds a kind 
' Chong of 


=~ 
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of tranflation before Death, and Men 
to differ from themfelves as well 
as from other Perfons. Hereof the 
old World afforded many Examples 
to the infamy of latter Ages, where- 


in Men too often live by the rule: 


of their inclinations; fo that, with- 
out any Aftral prediction, the firft 
day gives the laft, * Men are com- 
monly as they were, or rather, as 
bad difpofitions run into worfer ha- 
Hits, the Evening doth not crown, 
but fowerly conclude the Day. 
SEC - VIE 


g 
. 


‘Jr the Almighty will not fparé 
{ us according to -his- merciful 
capitulation at Sodom, if his Good- 
nefs pleafe nor to pafs over a great 
deal of Bad for a {mall pittance of 
Good, or to look upon ys in the 
Lump; there is flender hope for 
Mercy, or found prefumption of 
fulfilling half his Will, either in 


| © Primufque dies dedit extremum 


Petr- 
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Perfons or Nations: they who excet 
in fome Virtues being fo often de- 
fective in others; few Men driving 
at the extent and amplitude of Good- 
nefs, but computing themfelves by. 
their beft parts, and others by theix 
worft, are content to reft in thofe 
Virtues, which others commonly 
want. Which makes this f{peckled 
Face of Honefty in the World; and 
which was the imperfection of. the 
old Philofophers and great pretenders 
unto Virtue, who well declining the 
gaping Vices of Intemperance, In- 
continency , Violence and Oppref- 
fion, were yet blindly peccant in 
iniquities of clofer faces, were en- 
vious, malicious, contemners, {cof- 
fers, cenfurers, and ftufft with Vi- 
zard Vices, no lefs depraying the 
Ethereal particle and diviner portion 
of Man. For Envy, Malice, Ha- 
tred are the qualities of Satan, clole — 
and dark like himfelf; and where 
fuch ‘brands fmoak :the. Soul cannot | 
be White. Vice may be had at all 
prices; expenfive and coftly iniqui- 

C4 ties 


[ 58 ] 
ties, Which make the noife, can- 
not be every Man’s fins: but the 
foul may be foully inquinared at a 
very low rate, and a Man may be 
cheaply vitious, to the perdition of 
himfelf. 


SECT VII. 


PXINTON rides upon the neck 
O ‘of Reafon, and Men are Hap- 
py, Wife, or Learned, according as 
that Emprels fhall fet them down 
in the Regifter of na Pope How- 
ever weigh not thy felf in the fcales 
of thy own opinion, but let the 
Judgment of the Judicious be the 
Standard of thy Merit. Self-eftima- 
tion ts-a flatterer too readily intitling 
us unto Knowledge ‘and Abilities, 
Which others follicitoufly labour after, 
and doubtfully think they attain. 
Surely fuch confident tempers -do 
pals ‘their days in ‘béft :tranquility, 
who, réfting inthe opinion of their 
own abilities, :are happily guil’d by 
fach ‘contestation ; wherein - — 
, ~* optessy Google Self. 
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Self-conceit, Confidence, and Opi-. 
niatrity will hardly fuffer any to 
complain of imperfection. To think. 
themfelyes in the right, or all that’ 
right, -or- -onfy that, which they 
do or think, is a fallacy of high 
content; though others laugh in their 
fleeves, and look upon them as in a. 
deluded ftate of Judgment. ‘Where- 
in notwithftanding ’twere ‘but a civil : 
piece of complacency to fuffer them 
to fleep who would not wake, to: 
let them reft in their fecurities, nor ~ 
by diffent or oppofition to ftagger. 


their contentments. 
SEC T. IX. . 


Cin ce the Brow {peaks often true, . 
S fince Eyes and Nofes have 
‘Tongues, and the countenance pro- 
claims the Heart’ and inclinations ; 
Jet obfervation fo far :inftru@ thee 
in Phyfiognomical. lines, .as to be 
-fome Rule for thy -diftin@ion, and 
“-Guidé- for thy ‘affeRion unto fuch 
- as look moft-4ike Men. - Mankind, 
C6 nie- 
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methinks , is comprehended in 2 
few Faces, if we exclude all Vifages, 
which any way participate of Sym-. 
metries and Schemes of Look com- 
mon unto other Animals. For as. 
though Man were the extra@t of the 
World, in whom all were i coa- 
gulato, which in their forms were 
an folutoand at Extenfion; we often 
obferve that_Men do moft ac thofe 
Creatures, whofe conftitution, parts, 
and, complexion do moft predomi- 
nate in their mixtures. This is a 
corner-ftone in Phyfiognomy, and 
holds fome Truth not only in par- 
ticular Perfons but alfo in whole 
Nations. ‘There are therefore Pro- 
vincial Faces, National Lips and 
Nofes, which teftify not only the 
‘Natures. of thofe Countries, but of 
thofe which have them elfewhere. 
Thus we may make Exgland the 
Whole. Earth, dividing it, not. only 
into Europe, Afig,, Africa; but 
‘the particular’ Regions: thereof, and 
may in fome latitude affirm, : that 
there are Aigyptianus., Si anhiens ; 
7 + ‘Di A 
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Indians among us; who though 
born in England, yet carry the 
Faces and Air of thole Countries, 
and are alfo agreeable and correfpon- 
dent unto their Natures. Faces look 
uniformly unto our Eyes: How 
they appear unto fome Animals of 
a more piercing or differing fight, 
who are able to difcover the inequa- 
lities, rubbs, and hairinefS of the 
Skin, is not without good doubt. | 
And therefore in reference unto Man, 
Cupid is faid to be blind. Affection 
fhould not be too fharp-Eyed, and 
Love is not to be made by magni- 
fying Glafles. If things were feen 
as they truly are, the beauty of 
bodies would be much abridged. 
And therefore the wife Contriver 
hath drawn the pictures and outfides 
of things foftly and amiably unto 
the natural Edge of our Eyes, not 
leaving them able to difcover 
thofe uncomely afperities, which 
make Oyfter-fhells in good Faces, 
and Hedghoggs even. in. Venus’s 
moles, - —. & = 
| SEC T. 
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SECT. X. 
C ourT not Felicity too far, and 


‘weary not the favorable hand 
of Fortune.. Glorious actions have 
their times, extent and won ultra’s. 
To put no’ end unto Attempts were 
to make prefcription of Succeffes, 
and to befpeak unhappinefs at the 
laft. For the Line of our Lives 1s 
drawn with white and black viciffi- 
tudes, wherein the extremes hold 
feldom one complexion. That Pom- 
pey fhould obtain the firname of 
Great at twenty five years , that 
Men in their young and active days 
fhould be fortunate and perform 


notable things, is no obfervation of 


deep wonder, they having the 


ftrength of their fates before them, © 


nor yet acted their parts in the 
‘World, for which they were brought 
‘into it: whereas Men of years, 
‘matured for counfels and defigns, 
feem to ‘be beyond the vigour of 
their active fortunes, and high ex- 
Oe a ploits 
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ploits of life, providentially ordained 
unto Ages beft agreeable unto them. 
And therefore many brave men 
finding their fortune grow faint, and 


_ fecling its declination, have timely 


withdrawn themfelves from great at- 
tempts, and fo efcaped the ends of 
mighty Men, difproportionable to 
their beginnings. But magnanimous 
Thoughts have fo dimmed the Eyes 
of many, that forgetting the very 
eflence of Fortune, and the vicifii- 
tude of good and evil, they appre 
hend no bottom in felicity ; and fo 
have been ftill tempted on unto. 
mighty Actions, referved for their 
deftructions. For Fortune lays the 
Plot of our Adverfities in the 
foundation of our Felicities , bleffing 
us in the firft quadrate, to blaft us 
more fharply in the laft. And fince 
in the higheft felicities ‘there lieth 
a capacity of the loweft miferies, 
fhe hath this advantage ‘from .-our 
happinefs to make us ‘truly miferable. 
For to become acutely miferable we 
are to be -firft thappy. . Affliction 
7 {marts 
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fmarts moft in the moft happy ftaré, 
as having fomewhat in it of Beddi- 
farius at Beggers bufh, or Bajazet 
in the grate. And this the fallen 
Angels feverely underftand , who 
having acted their firft part in Hea- 
ven, are made fharply miferable by 
tranfition, and more afilictively feel 
the contrary ftate of Hell. 


SECT. XI. 


(oN arry no carelefs Eye upon 
the unexpected fcenes of things ; 


but ponder the acts of Providence 
in the publick ends of great and 
notable Men, fet out unto the view 
of all for no common memorandums. 
The Tragical Exits and unexpected 
periods of fome eminent Perfons 
cannot but amufe ‘confiderate Obfer- 
vators ; wherein notwithftanding moft 


Men feem to fee by extramiffion, — 


without reception or felf-reflexion, 
and conceive themfelves unconcern- 


4? eo — 
ee - °° t Be 
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God hath fingled our but few to be 
the fignals of his Juftice, leaving 
the generality of Mankind to the 
pedagogy of Example. But the 
inadvertency of our Natures not well 


- apprehending this favorable method 


and merciful decimation, and that 
he fheweth in fome what others 
alfo deferve; they entertain no fenfe 
of his Hand beyond the ftroak of 
themfelves.. Whereupon the whole 
becomes neceffarily punifhed, and- 
the contracted Hand of God extend- 
ed. unto univerfal Judgments:. from 
whence neverthelefs the ftupidity of 
mur tempers receives but faint imprefs 
fions, and in the moft Fragical {tate 
of times holds but ftarts- of good 
motions. So that to continue us 
in goodnefs there muft: be iterated 
returns of mifery, and a circulation 
in affliions is neceflary. And fince 
we cannot be wife by warnings, 
fince Plagues are infignificant, except 
we be perfonally plagued, fince allio 
we cannot be punifh’d unto Amend- 
ment by proxy or commutation, 

nor 
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nor by vicinity, but contaction; 
there is an unhappy neceffiry chat 
we nsuft fmart in our own Skins, 
and the provoked arm of the Al- 
mighty muft fall upon our {felves. 
The capital fufferings of others are 
rather our monitions than acquit- 
ments. There is but one who dyed 
falvifically for us, and able to fay 
unto Death, hitherto fhale thou go: 
and no farther; only one enliven- 
ing Death, which makes Gardens of 
Graves, and that which was fowed 
in Corruption to arife and Alourifh: 
in Glory : when: Death it’ {elf fhall 
dye, and living ‘fhall haye. no Pe? 
tiod, whén the:damned ‘half mourr 
at the funeral of Death, when Life 
not: Death fhall be the wages of 
fin, when the fecond Death shall 
prove a miferable Life, and deftru- 
Gtion fhall be courted. : 


SECT. 
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SECT. XIL 


| A -s HoUGH their Thoughts 


may feem too fevere, who 


' think that few ill natur'd Men 
. go to Heaven; yet it may be ac- 


| 


knowledged that good natur’d Per- 
fons are beft founded for that place ; 
who enter the World with good 


_ Difpofitions, and natural Graces, 
more ready to be advanced by im- 


preffions from above, and chriftianiz- 
ed unto pieties; who carry about 
them plain and down. right dealing 


_ Miads, Humility, Mercy, Charity, 


and Virtues acceptable unto God 
and Man. But whatever fuccefs 
they may have as to Heaven, they 
are the acceptable Men on Earth, 
and happy is he who hath his qui- 
ver full of them for his Friends. 
Thefe are not the Dens wherein 
Falfhiood lurks, and Hypocrify hides 
its Head, wherein Frowardnefs makes 
its Neft, or where Malice, Hard- 
heartednefs, and Oppreffion love to 

dwell ; 
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dwell ; not thofe by whom the : 
Poor get little, and the Rich fome ; 
times loofe all; Men not of retra- : 
cted Looks, but who carry their — 


Hearts in their Faces, and need not 
to be look’d upon with. perfpectives ; 


not fordidly or mifchievoufly in- | 


grateful; who cannot learn to ride 


upon the neck of the afflited, nor — 
load the heavy laden, but whe keep - 
the Temple of Fanus.fhut by peace- ; 


mo. 
Co ofa oe) 


able and quiet tempers; who make - 


not only the beft Friends, but the - 
beft Enemies, as eafier to forgive - 
than offend, and ready to. pals by : 


the fecond offence, before they 


avenge the firft; who make natural 


Royalifts, obedient Subje@&s, kind 
and merciful Princes, verified in our 
own, one of the beft natur’'d Kings 


of this Throne. Of the old Roman .- 


Empsrours the beft were the beft 


natur’'d; though they made but a | 


{mall number, and might be writ in 
a Ring. Many of the reft were 
as bad Men as Princes; Humorifts 
rather than of good humors, and 

of 


Pe: a 


— | 
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of good natural parts, rather than 
of good natures: which did but arm 


. their bad inclinations, and make them 


a a Sd 


wvittily wicked. 


SEC T.. XI 


Wee what. fhift and pains 
we come into the. World 
we remember not; but’tis commonly 
found no eafy matter to get out of 
it. Many have ftudied to exafperate 
the ways of Death, but fewer hours 
have been fpent to foften that necef- 
ficy. That the fmootheft way unto 
the grave is made by bleeding, as 
common opinion prefumeth, befide 
the fick and fainting Languors which 
accompany that effufion, the expe- 
riment in Lucan and Seneca will 
make us doubt; under which the 
noble Stoickfo deeply laboured, that, 
to conceal his affli@ion, he was fain 


- to retire from the fight of his Wife, 


and not afhamed to implore the 


) merciful hand of his Phyfician .to 


- fhorten 
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fhorten his mifery therein. Ovid, 


the old Heroes, and the Stoicks, | 
who were fo afraid of drowning, as : 


dreading thereby the extin@ion of 


their Soul, which they conceived to : 
be a Fire, ftood probably in fear : 


of an eafier way of Death; wherein : 


x 


the Water , entring the poffeffions . 


of Air, makes a temperate fuffoca- 


tion, and kills as ic were withour , 


k 


H 


a Fever. Surely many, who have ; 
chad the Spirit to deftroy themfelves, : 


have not been ingenious in the con- : 


trivance thereof. "Iwas a dull way 
practifed by Themiftocles + to over- 
whelm himfelf with Bulls-blood, who, 
being an Athenian, might have 
held an cafier Theoty of Death 
from the flate potion of his Country ; 
from which Socrates in Plato feem- 
ed not to fuffer.much more than 
from the fit of an Ague. -Cato is 
much to be pitied, who mangled 


himfelf with poyniards; And Hen- 


— ® Demito nasfraginm, mors mili munns rit 
, nibal 


J 


ick 
- the pummel * of his Sword. 


_a- 
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nibal {eems more fubtle, who carried 
his delivery not in the point, but 


_ The Egyptians were merciful 
contrivers, who deftroyed their ma- 
lefators by. Afps, charming their 
fenfes into an invincible fleep, and 


killing. as it were with Hermes his 


Rod. The Turkifh Emperour, ¢ 


odious for other Cruelty, was herein 
:a remarkable Mafter of Mercy, kil- 


ling his Favorite in his fleep, and 


fending him from the fhade into 


the houfe of darknefs. He who 
had been thus deftroyed would hard- 
ly have bled at the prefence of his 
5H vas when Men are already 
dead by metaphor, and pafs but 
from one fleep unto another, want- 
ing herein the eminent past of {fe- 
verity, ta feel themfelves to dye, 
and efcaping the fharpeft attendant 
of Death, the lively apprehenfion 


* Pummel, wherein he is faid to have carried 
fomething, whereby upon a ftruggle or defpair 
he might deliver himfelf from all misfortunes. 

+ Solan Turkifh Hiftory, 

| ther Co 
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thereof. But to learn to dye is 
better than to ftudy the ways of 
dying. Death will find fome ways to 
unty or cut the moft Gordian Knots 
of Life, and make: men’s miferies 
as mortal as themfelves : whereas evil 
Spirits, as undying Subftances, are 
unfeparable from their calamities; 
and therefore they everlaftingly ftrug- 
ole under their Augu/ftza’s, and bound 
up with immortality can never get 
out of themfelves. — 
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PART II. 


SECT. I. 


* 1s hard to find a whole Age 
T to imitate, or what Century 
to propofe for Example. Some have 
been far more approveable than 
others: but Virtue and Vice, Pane- 
gyricks and Satyrs, fcatceringly to 
be fond in all. Hiftory fets down 
not only things laudable, but abo- 
minable; things which fhould never 
have been or never havebeen known: 
So that noble patterns muft be fetch- 
ed here and there from fingle Pet- 
fons, > rather than. whole Nations, 
and from all Nations, rather than 
any one. The World was early. 
bad, and the firft fin the moft de 
plorable of any. The younger 
World afforded the . oldeft Men, 
and perhaps the os and the Worft, 

when 
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‘when length of days made virtuous | 


habits Hersical and immoveable, 
Vitious, inveterate and irreclaimable. 


And fince ’tis faid that the imagi- — 


nations of their hearts were evil, 
only evil, and continually. evil; it 
' may be feared that their fins held 
pace with their lives; and _ their 
Longevity. {welling their Impieties, 
the Longanimity of God would no 


longer endure fuch vivacious abomi+ | 


nations. Their Impieties. were furely 
of a deep dye, which required the 
whole Element of Water te wafh 
them away, and overwhelmed their 
memories with themfelves 5, and fo 
fhut up the firft Windows ef ‘Time, 
leaving no Hiftories, of thefe-longe- 
vous generations, when: Men might 
have been properly Hiftorians, when 
Adam might have read lorig; LeCtures 
unto Methufelah, and 'Metbafelab 
unto Noah. For had we been hap- 
py in juft Hiftorical accounts. of 
that unparallel’d World. we. might 
have been acquainted! with Wanders, 
and have underftood: noe a. hitde:. of 

a the 
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the Acts and undertakings of Mofes 
his mighty Men, and Men of re. 
nown of old; which might ‘have 
enlarged our Thoughts, and mede- 
the World older unto us. For the: 
unknown part of time fhortens the 
eftimation, if not the compute of it. 
What hath efcaped our Knowledge 
falls not under our Confideration , 
and what is and will: be latent is 
lictle better than non exiftent. : 


SE C T. “tL. 


(Yome things are diftated for our 
‘) InftruGiion, forne acted for out 

Imitation, wherein ’tis beft to afcend 
unto the higheft conformity, and 
to the honour of the Exemplar. 
He honours God who imitates him. 
For what we virtuoufly imitate we 
approve and Admire; and fince wé 
delight not t6 imitate Inferiors, we 
agerandize and maghify thofe we imi= 
tate ; fince alfo we are moft apt ta. 
imitate thofe we love, we teftify 
‘our affection in our imitation of the 
7 D2 Ini- 


. . 
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Inimitable. To affe@t to be like 
may be no imitation. To ad, and 
not to be what we pretend to imi- 
tate, is but a ele conformation, 
and carrieth no Virtue in it. Lucz- 
fer imitated not God, when he 
faid he would be like the’ Higheft, 
and -he imitated not fupiter, who 
counterfeitedT hunder. Where Imi- 
tation can go no farther, let Ad- 
miration ftep on, whereof there 
is no end in the wifeft form of 
Men. Even Angels and Spirits have 
enough to admire in their fublimer 
Natures, Admiration being the ac& 
of the Creature and not of God, 
who doth not Admire himfelf. 
Created Natures allow of {welling 
Hyperboles; nothing can be faid 
Hyperbolically of God, nor will 
his Attributes admit of expreffions 
above their own Exuperances. 772/- 
megifius his Circle, whofe center 
is every where, and circumference 
no where, was no Hyperbole. 
Words cannot exceed, where they. 
cannat, exprefs. enough. Even the 

= 7 Snofk 
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moft winged Thoughts fall at the 
{etting out, and reach not the por- 
tal of Divinity. — 


SEC T.. If. 


Nn Bivious Theorems and Fanus- 
J faced Do@trines let Virtuous corr- 
iderations ftate the determination. 
Look upon Opinions as thou doeft 
upon the Moon, and chufe not the 
_ dark hemifphere for thy contemple- 
‘tion. Embrace not the opacous and 
blind fide of Opinions, but that 
‘which’ looks moft Luciferoufly or 
‘influentially unto ‘Goodnefs.'’ *I'fs 
‘better to think that there are Guar- 
‘dian Spirits, than that: there are 
no Spirits to Guard us; that -vici- 
ous Perfons are Slaves, than that 
there is any fervitude in Virtue ; 
that times paft have been better 
than times prefent, than that times 
were always bad, and that: to: be 
Men it fuffifeth to be no better than 
Men in all Ages, and fo promifcuoufly 
to {wim down the turbid ftream, 
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and make up the grand coufufion. 
Sow not thy underftanding with 
Opinions, which make nothing of 
Iniquities, and fallacioufly extenuate 
Tranfgreffions. Look upon Vices 
and vicious Objects with Hyperbo- 
lical Eyes, and rather enlarge their 
race se , that their unfeen De- 
formities may not efcape thy fenfe, 


and their Poyfonous parts and ftings. 


may appear mafly and monftrous 
unto thee; for the undifcerned Par- 
ticles and Atoms of Evil deceive 
us, and we are undone by the In- 
vifibles of feeming Goodnoeds. We 
are only. deceived in. what is not 


difcerned, and to Err is but to be 


Blind or Dim-fighted as to fome 
Perceptions, — 


SECT, W. 
T 9: be Honeft in a right Line, * 


ff and Virtuous by Epitome, 
be firm unto fuch Principles of 


 aupaan anaemia ae 
_ * Lines Retta brevifima. 


Good.- 
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GoodnefS, as carry in them Volumes 
of inftruétion and may abridge thy 


‘Labour. . And fince inftructions are: | 


many, hold clofe unto thofe, where- 


_ on the reft depend. So may we: 


have. all in a few, and the Law’ 
and the Prophets in a Rule, the: 
Sacred Writ. in Stenography, and 
the Scripture in a Nut-Shell. To: 
purfue the offeous and folid part of 
Goodnefs, which gives-Stability and 
Redtitude to all the reft; To fetrle 
on fundamental Virtues, and. bid. 
early defiance unto: Mother-vices, 
which carry. in theit Bowels~ the 
feminals of other Iniquities; makes. 
a fhort ait in Goodnefs, and ftrikes, 
not. off an Head but the whole: 
Neck of Hydra... For we are carried. 
into ‘the dark Lake, like the Aigyp- 
tian River into the Sea, b cl 
principal Oftiaries. The Mother-Sins. 
of that number are. the Deadly cn- 
gins of Evil Spirits that: undo us, 
and even evil Spirits  themfelves,,. 
and he who is under the Chains- 
thereof.is not without a poffeffion. 

= | D4. Mary 
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Mary Magdalene had more than 
feven Devils, if thefe with their Imps’ 
were in her, and he who is thus 
pofleffed may literally be named 
Legion. Where fuch Plants grow 
and profper, look for no Champian 
or Region void of Thorns, but pro- 
ductions like the Tree of Goa,* and 
Forrefts of abomination. | 


- SECT. V.' 

G7 NvivpeE not the Hand of Ged, 

_nor order ‘the Finger of the 
Almighty, unto thy will and plea- 
fure ; but fit quiet in the foft fhowers. 
of Providence, and Favorable diftri-. 
butions in this World, either to thy 
felf or others. And fince not only 
Judgments have their Errands, but 
~Mercies their Commiffions ; {natch 


" ® Arbor Goa de Ruyz or. ficus Indica, whofe bran- 
ches fend down fhoots which root in the ground, 
from whence there fucceffively rife others, till one- 
Tree becomes .a wood. . 
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not at évéry Favour, nor think’ 
thy ielf paffed by, if they fall upor’ 
thy Neighbour. Rake not up en’ 
vious difplacences at things fuccefs-- 
fal unto others, which the ‘wife 
Difpofer of all thinks not fit’ for 
thy felf Reconcile the events of. 
things unto Both beings, that is; 
of this World and the next: So 
will there not feem fo many Riddles 
in Providence, nor Various’ inequa-' 
lities in’ the difpenfation. of things: 
below. Hf thou doeft not anoint’ 
thy Face, yet put not on fackcloth 
at the felicities of others. Repining: 
at the Good draws on rejoicing at’ 
the evils of others, and:{fo falls into” | 
that inhumane Vice, *- for. which fo» 


few Languages have a name. The° 


blefled Spirits above rejoice at our: 
happinefs below; but to be glad: 
at the evils of one another is beyond- 
the malignity of Hell, and:falls not. 
on evil Spirits, who ,.:though -chey 
rejoice at our unhappinefs, . take’ no’ 
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pleafure at, the afflictions of their 
own Society or of their fellow Na- 
tures. .. Degenerous Heads! who 
muft be fain to learn from. fuch 
_ Examples, and to be Taught from 
the School. of Hell. 


SECT. VI 


‘Ping not: thy vicious ftains, — 


mor deepen thofe {wart Tin-. 
ctures, which Temper, Infirmity, or 
ill habits have fect upon thee; and 
fix not by iterated depravations what 


time might. Efface , or Virtuous: 


wafhes expunge, He who thus ftill 
advanceth in Iniquity deepneth his 
deformed: hue, turns a Shadow in- 
to Night, and makes himfelf a Negro 
in the black Jaundice; and fo be- 
comes one of-thofe Loft. onesg;.: the 
difproportionate pores of. whofe Brains. 
afford no; entrance unto good Mo- 
tions, but reflect and fruftrate alk 
Counfels, Deaf--unto the Thunder 
of the. Laws, and. Racks. unto. the 
_ Cries of charitable. Commiferators. 
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He who hath had the Patience of 
Diogenes, to make Orations unto - 
Statues, may more fenfibly appre- 
hend how all Words fall to the 
Ground, fpent upon fuch a furd. 
and Earlefs Generation of Men, ftu- 
pid unto all Inftruction, and rather - 
requiring an Exorcift, than an Ora-- 
tor for their Conyerfion. 


Bee Sy 


SECT VIL 


URDEN not the back of Aries, . 
Leo, or Taurus, with thy faults, . 
nor make Saturn, Mars, or Venus, . 
guilry of thy Follies. Think not 
to. faften thy imperfe@tions on the - 
Stars, and fo defpairingly conceive 
thy felf under a fatality of being | 
evil. Calculate thy felf within, feck 
not thy felf in the Moon, but in 
thine own Orb or. Microcofmical 
Circumference. Let celeftial afpects 
admonifh and advertile , not con- - 
clude and determine thy ways. For — 
fmce good and bad Stars moralize 
not our Actions, and neither excufe 
or 
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or commend, acquit or. condemn 
our Good. or Bad Deeds at the pre- 
fent or laft Bar, fince fome are Aftro- 


— well difpofed who are mo- | 
r 


ly highly, vicious ; not Celeftial 
Figures, but Virtuous Schemes. muft 
denominate and. flate our Actions. 
ff we. rightly underftood the Names 
whereby God calleth the Stars, if 
we knew his Name for the Dog-Star, 
or by what .appellation Jupiter, 
Mars, and: Saturm obey his Will, 
it might be .a welcome acceffion 
unto Aftrology, which fpeaks. great 
things, and is fain to make ufe of 
appellations from Greek and Barba- 
rick Syftems. ‘Whatever Influences,. 
fmpulfions, or Inclinations there be 
from the Lights above, it were a 
piece of wifdom to make one of 
thofe Wife men who overrule . their 
Stars;"'* ard with their own Militia 
contend with the Hoft of Heaven. 
Unto ‘which attempt there want not 
Auxiliaries from the whole ftrength 


« ; Aa ae . Pe : rots at 
_ ® Sapiens dominabitur Afitiss —- 
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of Morality, fupplies from Chriftian 
Ethicks, influences alfo and illumi- 


nations from above, more power- 
full chan the Lights of Heaven. 


SECT. VII. 7 


ONFOUND not the diftinGions 

of thy Life which Nature hath 
divided: that is,. Youth, Adolef- 
cence; Manhood, and old Age, 
nor in.thefe divided Periods, wherein 
thou art in a. manner Four, conceive 
thy felf but One.. .Let every divi- 
fion be happy in its proper Virtues, 
nor one Vice run through all. Let — 
each diftinction. have its falutary 
tranfition, and critically deliver thee 
from the imperfections of the for- 
mer, 40 ordering. the whole, that 
Prudence and Virtue may have the 
largeft Section. Do-as a Child but 
when thou art. a Child, and ride 
not on a Reed at twenty. He 


3 who hath not taken leave of the 


follies of his Youth, and in his ma-’ 
turer fate fcarce got out. of that 
: soe divi- 
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divifion, difproportionately divideth 


his Days, crowds up the latter part 
of his Life, and leaves too narrow 
a corner for the Age of Wifdom, 
and fo hath room to be a Man 
fcarce longer than he hath been a 
Youth. Rather chan to make this 
confufion, anticipate the Virtues of 
Age, and live long without the in- 
firmities of it. So may’ft thou count 
up thy Days as fome do ddams,* 
that is, by anticipation; fo may’ft 
thou be coetaneous unto thy Elders, 
and a Father -unto thy contempora- 
ries a os 

SECT. IX. 

HILE others are curious in 

the choice of good Air , 
and chiefly follicitous for healthful 
habitations, Study thou Converfation, 
and be critical in thy Confortion: 
The afpects, conjunctions, and con- 


* sddam thought ‘to be cregted in the State of 
Man, about thirty years Olde 0c 
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figurations of the Scars, which mu- 


tually diverfify, intend, or qualify 
their influences, are but the varie- 
ties of their nearer or farther con- 
verfation with one another, and like 
the Confortion of Men, whereby: 
they become better or worfe, and 
even Exchange their Natures. Since 
Men live by Examples, and will 
be imitating fomething; . order thy. 
imitation to thy Improvement, pot, 
thy Rum. Look not: for Rofes in 
Attalus * His Garden, or wholfome 
Flowers in a venemous Plantation. 
And fince there is fcarce, any one 
bad, but fome others are the'worfe 
for him; tempt not Contagion by 
proximity, and hazard not thy felf 
in the fhadow of Corruption. He 
who hath not early iuffered this: 
Shipwrack, .and in his Younger Days 
efcaped this Charyédis, may make 
a happy Voyage, and ‘not come in 
with black Sails into the port. - Self 


_ & Attalus made a Garden which ‘coptained only 
venemous Plants - ©) sGooslo: ot 
coOn- 
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converfation , or to be alone, is 
better than fuch Confortion. Some 
School-men tell us, that he. is pro- 
perly alone, with whom in the fame 
place there is no other of the fame’ 
Species. Nabuchodonozor was alone, 
though among the Beafts of the 
Field, and a Wife Man may be to- 
Ferably faid to be alone though with: 
a Rabble of People, little better 
than Beafts about him. Unthinking- 
Heads, who have not learn’d to be’ 
alone, are in a Prifon to themfelves, 
if they be not alfo with others < 
Whereas on the contrary, they whofe 
thoughts are in a fair, and hurry 
within, are fometimes fain to retire 
into Company, to be out of the 
crowd of themfelves. He who muft 
needs have Company, muft needs 
_ have fometimes bad Company. . Be 
able to be alone. Loofe not the 
advantage of Solitude, and the So- 
ciety of thy felf, nor be only con- 
tent, but delight to be alone and 
fingle with Omniprefency. He who 
is thus prepared, the..Day is not 
. Uun- 
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uneafy nor the Night black unto 
him. Darknefs may bound his Eyes, 
not his Imagination. In his Bed he 
may ly, like Pompey and his Sons,* 
in all quarters of the Earth, may 
fpeculate the Univerle , ‘and en: 
joy the whole World in the Her- 
mitage of himfelf. Thus the old 
Afeetick Chriftians found a Paradilé 
in a Defert, and with little converfe 
on Earth held a converfation in Hea- 
ven ; thus: they - Aftronomiz’d: in 
Caves,” and. though'they beheld not 
the Stars, bad: vel ‘Glory of Flea 
ven: peor — 


SECT. x. 


Te T’ the Characters of good sii | 
ftand indelibly: in: thy: Mind, 
and thy Thoughts be active on 
them. Truft not too much unto 
fuggeftions from Reminifcential Amu- 
lets, or Artificial Memorandams. 


* Pompeios Givens Ae A atgue eae a, fed ae 
Terra tegit Lidyes. . 
Let 
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Let the mortifying Fanus of Co- 
varrubias* be in thy daily Thoughts, 
not only, on thy Hand and Signets. 
Rely not alone upon filent and dumb 
remembrances. Behold not Death’s 
Heads till thou doeft not, fee them , 
nor look upon. mortifying Objects 
till thou overlook’{t:them, Forget. 
not how affuefaction waco, any thing 
minorates the paflion from it, how 
conftant Objects leofe their hints, 
and fteal an inadyertifdmens:‘upon-us, 


There is no. exane: 46; fonget,-what 


every thing prompts fusto au” Tos 


thoughtful “ Obfervaross|: the’ whole 
World is a Phylactery, and every 


thing we fee an Item n Pt the Wifdom,/’ 
Ss of Go 


Power, or Goodne d. Hap- 
y are they who verify their Aniv 


ets, -and make. their Phyletteries. 


fpeak in their Lives and Actions. 


* Don Sebaftian’ de. Covatrubias writ: 3; Centuries: 
of moral Emblems in Spanifh, In the 88th of the- 


fetond Century he fets down two Faces‘averfé, and 
conjoined Fanus-like, the one a Gallant Beautiful 
Face, the other a Death’s Head Face, with this 
Motto out of Ovsa’s Metamor phofts, 
Quid fuerim quid fimgque vide. 
| | To 


» | 
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To run on in defpight of the Re- 
vulfions and Pul-backs of fuch Re- 
mora’s aggravates our tranigreffions. 
When Death’s Heads on our Hands 
have no influence upon our Heads, . 
and flefhlefs Cadavers abate not the 
exorbitances of the Flefh; when 
Crucifixes upon Mens Hearts fupprefs 
not their bad commotions, and his 


_ Image who was. murdered for us 


' with-holds not from Blood and Mar- 


der ; PhylaGeries rove but formali- 
ties, and their dedpifed hints saarpen — 
our condemnations. ©). 


.SECT. XL. 


| ooK not for Whales in: the 
Bi, Euxine Sea, or expect great 
matters where they are not-to be 
found. Seek not for Profundity in 
Shallownefs, or Fertility in a Wil- 
dernefs. Place not the expectation 


. of great Happinefs here below, or. 


think to find Heaven on Earth; 
wherein we muft be content with 
Embryon-felicities, and fruitions of 


doubt- 
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doubtful Faces. For the Circle of 
our felicities makes but fhort Arches. 
In every clime we are in a perifcian 
ftate, and with our Light our Sha- 


dow and Darknefs walk about us. | 


Our Contentments f{tand upon the 
tops of Pyramids ready to fall off, 
and the infecurity of their enjoy- 
ments abrupteth our Tranquilities. 
What we magnify is Magnificent, 
- but like to the Coloffus, noble with- 
out, ftuft with rubbidge and courfe 
Metal withind.- Even the Sun, whofe 
Glorious outfide ‘we “behold, ‘may 
have dark and fmoaky Entrails. In 
vain we admire the -Luftre- of any 
thing feen : that which is truly 
segs ‘is invifible. “Paradtfe was 

ut a ‘part of ‘the ‘ Earth, -loft ‘not 
only ‘to ‘our Fruition but our Know- 
ledge. And if., according to: old 


Diétates, no Man can be faid: to be : 
happy before Death, the happinefs - 


of this Life goes for nothing before 
it be over, and while we think 
our felves happy we do but ufurp 


that Name. Certainly true Beatirude * 


crow-=- 
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eroweth not on Earth, nor hath 


_ this World in it the Expectations 


we have of it. He Swims in Oy], 


* and can hardly avoid finking, who 


a ~* bse, f - a ot Se 
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hath fuch light Foundations to fup- 
port him. “Tis therefore happy that 
we have two Worlds to hold on. To 
enjoy true happinefs we mutt travel 
into avery far Countrey, and even 
out of our felyes; for the Pearl we 


' feek for is not to be found in the 


_ Indian, but in the Empyrean Ocean. 


SECT. XIL 


NS WER not theSpur of Fury, 
and be not: prodigal or prodi- 
ious in Revenge. Make not one in 


the Hiftoria Horribilts ,* Flay not 


‘ thy Servant for a broken Glafs, nor 


pound himin a Mortar who offendeth: 
thee; fupererogate not in the worft 
fenfe, and overdo not the neceffities. 


* of evil; humour not the injuftice of 
' Revenge. Be not Stoically miftaken. 


a 
* A Book fo entituled wherein are fundry horrid 


 agcounts, ~ ‘ 


in 
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in the equality of fins, nor commuta- 
tively iniquous in the valuation of 
tranfgreffions ; but weigh them in 
the Scales of Heaven, and by the 
weights of righteous Reafon. ‘Think 
that Revenge too high, which is but 
level with the offence. Let thy Ar- 
rows of Revenge fly fhort, or be 
aimed like thofe of ‘fonathan, to fall 
befide the mark. Too many there 
be to whom a Dead Enemy fmells 
well; and who find Musk and Amber 
in Revenge. The ferity of fuch minds 
holds no rule in Retaliations, requir- 


ing too often a Head for a Tooth, 


and‘ the Supreme revenge for trefpaf- 
fes, which a night’s reft ihould oblite= 
rate. But patient’ Meeknefs takes 
injuries like Pills, not chewing bur 
fwallowing them down, Lacanically 
fafferine, and filently paffing them: 
ever, while angred Pride makes a 
noife, like Homerzcan Mars,* at every 
feratch of offences. Since Women 


* Tu tamen extlamas ut Stentora vincere pofis 
Vel falter quantum Gradivns Homericus, Juvenal. 
: feem 


do moft delight in Revenge, it may . 
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feem but feminine manhood to be vin- 


dicative. If thou muft needs have 


thy Revenge of thine Enemy, with 
a foft Tongue break his Bones,* heap 
Coals of Fire on his Head, forgive 
him, and enjoy it. To forgive our 
Enemies is a charming way of Re- 
_ and: a fhort Ce/arzan Con- 
queft overcoming without a blow; 
laying our Enemies at our Feet, un- 
der forrow, fhame, and repentance ; 
leaving our Foes our Friends, and 
folicitoufly inclined to grateful Reta- 
liations. Thus to Return upon our 
Adverfaries is a healing way of Re- 
venge, and to. do.goed for evil a foft 
and melting ultion, a method Taught 
from Heaven to keep all fmooth on 
Earth... Common. forceable ways 
make not an. end: of Evil, but leave’ 
Hatred. and Malice behind: them. An 
Enemy. thus: reconciled is little to be’ 
trufted, as wanting the foundation of 
Eove and Charity, and: but for atime 
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reftrained by difadvantage or inability. 
If thou hatt not Mercy for others, 
yet be not Cruel unto thy felf To 
ruminate upon evils, to make critical 
notes upon injuries, and be too acute 
in their apprehenfions, is to add unto 
our own Tortures, to feather the 
Arrows of our Enemies, to lafh our 
felves with the Scorpions of our Foes, 
and to refolve to fleep no more. For 


injuries long dreamt on take away. 
at laft all reft; and he fleeps but like 
Regulus , who bufieth his Head 


about them... 


SECT. XIL.:. —: 


A MUSE not thy- felf about the. 


Riddles of future things... Sru- 
dy Prophecies when they. are become 


Hiftories, and paft hovefing in their. 
caufes. Eye well things paft and pre- - 
fent, and let conje@ural fagacity ‘fuf- 


fife for things to come... There is a 


fober Latitude for prefcience in con- 
tingences of difcoverable Tempers ,- 


whereby’ difCerning ‘Heads fee fome: 
Wise. | ‘times 


P2= <P Zyo -~» 
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times. beyond their Eyes, and Wife 


Men become Rrophetical.’- Leave 
Cloudy: predictions tq their : Periods, 
and. let» appointed Seafons. have ‘the 
lot: of their accomplifhments. : "Tis 
too early to ftudy fuch Prophecies 
before they have ‘been. long: thade , 
before fome train: of-theit catfes-have 
already taken Fire, layidg- open in 
‘aa what lay obfcure and before 

uryed unto us. For the voice of 
Propheciesis like that_of Whifpering- 
places: They who are acar or at 
alittle diftance hear nothing,: thofe 
at the fartheft. extremity,-will. under- 
{tand all. But a Retrograde cognition 
of times paft, and things which have 
already -been,: .is meare:ifatisfactory 
than‘a fufpdnded Knowledgelof avhat 
is:yet:unexiftent.; And: thé! Greatolt 
past-of time being already -wrapr “up 
in. things behind. us ; it’s now fome- 
what late to.bait after things before 
hs: fot fusiricy {till fhortens’,, and 
timg prelent. fucks in time to come. 
What: is Prophetical in one Age 
proves Hifterical in another, and {fo 
- E mutt 
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muff hold On unto the laft of time; | 


when there will b@b room for Pre. 
didtion,} when Janus: thal loofé one 
kage, arid. the fong beard: of time 
Rialt look like thofe of David's Ser- 
yants; thorn away upon one. fide, 

ad -whea,: if the -expected L,Lias 

ould appear, he might fay much of 
what is. paft,; not much of what’s to 
come, | / 


SECT. xiv, .. 

| ie unta the Dignity: of thy: 
dha Nature,. and leave it not difpu- 
fable at laft, whether thou haft been 
4 Man, or fince thou art a compofi- 
Hon. of Man and Beaft, how thou 
baft piedominaatly. pafled thy days, 
fo late the denomination. . Un-atian 
not therefore thy ‘elf by a: Beaftial 

transformation, nor sealize. old Fables, 
 ‘Expofe:not thy. felf by four-footed 


inapners. unto. monftrous draughes, and — 


Caricatura: reprofentations: oVThisk 
bopafter.theald Pythagorean conceitt 
. What Beaft thou. may'ft- be after dearkj 

a ws Be 
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Be not under any Brutal metemp/y- 
chofis while thou. liveft, and walk-- 
eft about ere@tly under: the fcheme_ 
of Man. In thine. own -circumfe-- 
rence, as in that of the Earth, let. 
the Rational Horizon be larger than, 
the fenfible, and the Circle of Reafon’ 
than of Senfe. Let the Divine part 
be upward, and the Region of Beaft 
below. Otherwife, tis: but. to live 
invertedly, and with thy Head unto | 
the Heels of thy dutipodes. Defert 
not thy title to a Divine particle and 
union with’ invifibles; “Ler true’ 
Knowledge and Virtue, tell the lower. 
World thou art a part of the higher, | 


‘Let thy Thoughts be of things which 


have not entred into ‘the Hearts of 
Beafts: Think’ of things long paft, . 
and long to come: Acquaint thy” 
felf with the Cheragzwm of the Stars, 


_ and confider the vaft expanffon be- 


yond them,. Let Intellectual Tubes, 
give thee a. glance, of things, w ) whielt 
vifive Organs reach ‘not. Have-2: 
glimp{é .o ‘incomprchenfibles. and” 
Thonghts of a? which os 

E 2 we 
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but tenderly touch. Lodge immate- 
tials in thy Head: afcend unto invi- 
fibles; fill thy Spirit with Spirituals, 
with the myfteries of Faith, the mag- 
nalities of Religion, and thy Life 
with the Honour of God; without 
which, rhough Giants in Wealth and 
Dignity, we are but Dwarfs and 
Pyomies in Humanity, and ma 
hold a pitiful rank in chek triple di 
vifion of mankind into Heroes, Men, 
and Beafts. For though human Souls 
are faid to be. pin , yet is there 
no fmall inequality in their opera- 
tions;. fome maintain the allowable 
Station of Men ; many are far be- 
low it; and fome have been fo di- 
vine, as to approach the pogeum 
of their Natures, and to be in the 
Confineum of Spirits. | 


~~ .SEC T. XV. = 
my £H OLD thy felf by inward Op- 
‘ticks and the Cryftallineof thy 
Spul."’ Strange ic is that in the moft 
pérfea fenfe there fhould be fo rod 
igi Ae eee ee lay 


fred. 
fillacies, that we are fain to make 
a doctrine, and often to fee by Art. 
But the greateft imperfection is in 
our inward fight, that is, to be 
Ghofts unto our own Eyes, and 
while we are fo fharpfighted as to 
look thorough others, to be invifi- 


ble unto our felves ; for the in- 
‘ward Eyes are more fallacious than 
‘the outward. The Vices we {fcoff 
at in others Jaugh at us within our 


felves. Avarice, Pride, Falfhood 


lye undifcerned and blindly i n’ us’, 
even to the Age of blindnefs: and 


therefore, to fee our felves interi- 
ourly, we are fain to borrow other 
Mens Eyes; wherein true Friends 


are good Informers, and Cenfurers 


no bad Friends. Confcience only, 
that can fee without Light, fits in 
the 4reopagy and dark Tribunal of 
our Hearts, furveying our Thoughts 
and condemning their obliquitics, 
Happy isthat {tate of vifion that can 
fee without Light, though all’ fhould 


' look as before the Creation, when 


there was not an Eye to fee, or 
E<3 Light 
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Light to aétuate a Vifion: wherein 
notwithftanding obfcurity is only i- 
maginable refpectively unto Eyes; 
‘for unto God there was none, E- 
ternal Light was ever, created Light 
was for the creation, not himfelf, 
and as he faw before the Sun, may 
‘Mill alfo fee without it. In the Ci- 
ty of the néw Ferufalem there is 
. neither Sun nor Moon; where glo- 
rifyed Eyes muft fee by the Arche- 
typal Sun, orthe Light of God, able 
to illuminate Intellectual Eyes, and 
‘make unknown Vifions. Intuitive 
perceptions in Spiritual beings may 
perhaps hold fome aspen A unto 
Vifion: but yet how they fee'us, or 
one another, what Eye, what Light, 
‘or what perception is required unto 
‘their intuition, is yet dark unto our 
-apprehenfion; and even. how they 
rb God,. or how unto our glorified 
‘Eyes the Beatifical Vifion will be ce- 
lebrated, another World muft tell us, 
when perceptions will be new, and 


we may hope to behold invifibles. 
1. 2 = SECT. 
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SECT. xvL 


TiiEN a ‘Biskscsaiz oii, ‘and 
Y -thow Kettner a cloud (0 bz, 
as a Hand to threaten thee; forget 
not the Wheel of things: Think of 
fullen viciftittides, "BuO béat?not thy 
brains to fore-know them. Be armed: 
=p aint fath ob(turities rather by TUB-. 
iffion: thant fore-knewlédge. ‘The 


Knowledge of futwré evils mortifies. 


profént: f felicivies, anid there i$ siord 
content ‘in’ the: uheértiinty. oy ighds 


tance -of ‘theni. © This ~ favout ‘our 
Savyioct youchfaféd unto Peter, wert 


hé fote-told not his Death in plat 
eerms, arid fo. by: ate ambiguous and 
cloudy delivery dampt not thé Spirit 
of his Difciples: -But in-the affuted 
fort-knowledge oF ‘the! Deluge Noah 
lived many. Years tinder the. afflition: 
of a Flood, ‘and Ferufalem wad 
taken unto. Jeremy before it was- 
befieged. . And therefore the Wifdonv. 
of Aftrologérs, who fpeak of fitaré 
things, hath wiftly foftned the feve- 

E 4 rity 
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rity of their Doctrines; and even in 
their fad predictions, while sthey tell 
us of inclination not coaction from 
the Stars,. they. Kill ws not with Szy- 
gins Oaths and mercilefs neceffity , 
but keave us hopes of evafion. .. 
Wigs suai ipo [ ee, 


ected, Sa eae oe a ae : ? 
... €& a tof id an et coe da ea 
‘ eF Poe 4 Los e nore ‘ <7 e ab os “ss 
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Ff thou’ haft the brow: to éndure 
I the Name of ‘Traytor, ‘Perjur’d, 
or Oppreffor, yet. cover thy Face 
whea Ingratitude,,is throwh::at thee: 
If that, deganerous Vice poffets . thee, 
hide thy felf in the dhadow.-of thy 
fhame, and ‘pollute not noble fociery: 
‘Grateful Ingenuities are.content to be 
obliged. within fome compafs, of Re- 
tribution, and being depreffed by thie 
weight. of iterated favours :may fo 
labour under: their inabilities of. Re- 
quital,.as to abate the content from 
Kindneffes. But ‘narrow felf-ended 
Souls make prefcription of good Offi- 
ces, and obliged by. often ‘favours 
think others ftill’ due. unto, them: 
whereas, if.they but once fail, they 
: e+ prove 


a. a ee ee ee ee ae -r s> pt--¢ 
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prove fo petverlely ungrateful, «as to 
make nothing of former courtefies,, 
and to bury all that’s paft. Suclr 
remreérs pervert the generous courfe 
of things; for «hey difcourage the 
inclinations of noble minds, and make 
Beneficency cool unto acts of obliga- 
tion, whereby the grateful World 
fhould fubfift, and have their confo-: 
lation. Common gratitude muft be 
kept alive by the additionary fewel 
of new courtefies: but génerous Gras 
titudes,- though but once well obi: 
ged, without quickening repetitions: 
or expectation of new Favours ,. 
have thankful minds for ever; for. 
they Write not’ their obligations in 
fandy ‘but ‘marble tmemories, which: 
wear not. out! but-with: themlclves;. 


ae SECT. XVII: | 


"Syire Knot’ Silence the wifdom 
§—..of-Eools, but, _if-zightly timed; 
the honour of Wife Men,. who have 


anne: 


not the Infirmity, but the Virtue. of 


Taciturtity., and. {peak mot out of 
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the abundance, but the well weighed. 
thoughts of their Hearts. Such Si- 
fence may be Eloquence, and fpeak 
thy worth above the power of Words. 
Make fuch a one thy friend, in 
whom Princes may’ be .happy,. and 
great Councels fuccelsful. Let him 
have the Key of thy Heart, who 
hath the Lock of his own, which 
no Temptation can open; where 
thy Secrets may laftingly ly, like 
the Lamp in O/ybzus his. Urn,* alive, 
and light, bur.clofe and invifible. . 


SECT. XIX. 


VT oiet thy Oaths be. facred and Pro- 
| Per be, made'.upon the Altar 
of, phy Heart. Call not fove* to 
witnefs with a Stone in one Hand, 
and a Straw in another, and fo make 
Chaff and Stubble of thy Vows. 
Worldly .. Spirits ;, whole. intereft - is 


braki ge, 


ee ee eae 2 

| Which after’ many hundred yeats Was found 
buriting: underground; and’ went out as {vor as tlie 
“aIrcame to lt =. st} Fouers lapiders jurave. — 
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their belief, make Cobwebs of Obli- 
gations, and, if they can‘find ways 
to eludethe Urn of the Pretor, will 
truft the Thunderbolt of Fapiter : 
And therefore if they flrould as déep-- 
ly weur as O fina * to Bethlem Gi- 


bors yet whether they - tould ‘be 


Bound by thofe chains, and mot find 
‘ways to cut fuch Gordian Knots, we 
could -have no jut affarance. But 
‘Honeft: Mens “Words: aré Stygide 
Oaths; and Promiftsiaviotable: “Phele 
‘ate’ notte Men ‘fot hort the fectérs 
oF Law wete firt forged: they need-. 
éd not the folemnefs of Oaths; by 
keeping their Faith they i bes and 
, 3 


eaeuate fut confiridations: 
ely erage Ieee a ie Ce. ey ay 
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ool ge THE Oath Sith nan ilk, in the 
additiqn; to Apolts his, Tack biftpry, : ble ake 
, TF Colendo fide jurant,. Curtivbe. 


i 2 ~~ 


an a 7 oe r : Pe A See aes 
“doheie: ec OF Torr AWwesgsced diet os! 

eo ate : : . ee a eee. 
APL 2 ONO Goan Sie seal 


ome he VV \ a ac Pap pe sr oe 
wee ee dk L 4 ~' B iwJaa - ¥ ~~ 
a , peeeg 4 


[ 108 ] 


Be VE boomy 
ae 5 ( 


| “HougH,the World be Hiftri- 


Pes, Nee. * 
Mt Th t OF 
Ah, .gnical, and moft Men. live Iro- 
micallys -yetybe thoy wher, thou. fine 
gly att,.qnd,perfonace only, thy. felf: 
Swim {moothly, in’ the ftreani of thy 
Nature, -and live ‘bur one Man.. To 
fingle Hearts doubling. is. difcrucjat- 
ing:. fuch rempers mutt Lweat, to. dil- 
femble ,, and proye but hypocritical 
Hypocrites, -pipulgtion mutt be fort: 
Men do not eafily continue a coun; 
terfeiting Life ,, or, diflemble ,unto 
Death. .He who counterfeiteth, acts 
a part, ane is, feet were out of himr 
felf: which, if long, proves fo irck- 
fome;~that-Men: are glad to pull of 
their Vizards,,.and.cefume. themfelves 
again; nepradkice being able: to. na- 
turalize fucH unnaturals; or’ make. .a 
Man reft content not to be himfelf. 
And therefore fince Sincerity is thy 
Temper, let veracity be thy Virtue 
in Words, Manners, and Actions. 
To offer at iniquities, which have fo 
O42 aces little 
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lictle-foundations in thee; were to be 
vicious up hill, and ftrain for thy 
condemnation. Perfons vitioufly in- 
clined want no Wheels to make them 
actively vitious, as having the Elater 


cand Spring of their own. Natures to 
facilitate their Iniquities: ‘ And there- 


fore fo. many, who_are. finiftrous unto 
Good Actions , are Ambi-dexterous 
unto bad, and Vulcans in virtuous 
Paths, Achillefes in-vitious motions. 


SECT. XXL 5 * 


fee \ 


+ eae not in . the high ftrain’d 
BA Paradoxes idf:old Philofophy 


fapparted: by ndked Reafon, .and the 
reward of mortal Felicity,::-but labour 
in the:,Ethicks of Faith, built upon 
Heavenly affstance, and the happi- 


‘nefs of both beings. Underftand the 


Rules, -bur. fear, not, :nto::the Do- 
Ctrines of end or Bpicanes.:: Look 
beyond, Antoninus,and ‘terminate not 
shy Morals in Sexeaa''on Lopiftetus, 


‘Let not the twelve, but’: the two 


‘Tables be thy Law ¢ Let: Fathage- 


yee 
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ras be thy Remembrancer, not thy 
textuary and final Inftru@ter 5° and 
learn the Vanity of the World rather 
from Solomon than Phocylides. Sleep 
not in the Dogma’s of the Peripatus, 
Academy, or Porticas. _ Be a mora- 
litt of the. Mount, an Epictetus .itt 
the Faith, and chriftianize thy: No- 
tions. eee. a a 


SECT. XX | 


may have a deep Guft of the 
orld, Know what it is, what it-can 
afford, and what ’tis to have been a 
Man. «° Such a laticude:of yea's: may 
hold'a confidérable ¢orrier iy the get 
neral Map of ‘Fime s- anda: Mati 
may have @ curt’ Epitoni¢e of.-the 
whole courfe thereof.) the days: of 
his. own: Life, may:: clearly fee‘hé 
Rach! but-xéreds over hissPore-RAHErS, 
what! it-was'xd live in med phRO ae d 
whatliving willbe in albages'ed tome. 
He is like’to. be'the be fudge -of 
init Sho ‘ch invbd yes He sore 
‘ the 


| feventy or eighty yedts a Man 


he 
w&s- 4 
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the fixtieth part thereof. - Perfons of 
fhort times may Know what ’tis to 
live, but not the life of Man, who, 

having little behind them, are but 
Fanufes of one Face, and Know not 
fingularities enough to raife Axioms 
of this World: but. fuch a compals 
of Years will: fhow new Examples 
of old Things, Parallelifms of occur- 
rences through the whole courfe of 
Time, and nothing. be monftrous un- 
to him ; .who may in that. time un- 


‘derftand not: only the varieties of 


Men,, but the variation of himfelf,, 
and how many Men he hath been in 
that extent of time. 

He may have a clofe-apprehenfion 
what it is.to-be forgotten, while he 
hath lived to, find none. who, could 
remember his Father, or {carce the 
friends of his: youth, and, may fenfi- 
bly fee. with what.a. face in no long 
time-oblivion.will,look upon, bimélf. 
,His Progeny may never: bq his-Pefte- 
xjty, he may. go. cut.of the World 
‘Iefs related than he came into it,. and 


-contiesing the. frequeyt, moxtality in 


dea Friends 
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Friends and Relations, in fuch a Term 
of Time, he may pafs away divers years 
in forrow and black habits, and leave 
none to mourn for himielf; Orbicy 
may be his inheritance, and Riches 
his Repentance. | ay 

In fuch a thted of Time, and long 
obfervation of Men, he may acquire 
a Phyfiognomical intuitive Know- 
ledge, Judge the interiors by the out- 
fide, and raife conjectures at firft fight; 
and knowing what Men ‘have been, 
what they are, what Children proba- 
bly will be, may in the prefent Age 
behold a good part, and the temper 
of the next; and fince fo many live 
by the Rules of Conftitution, and 
{o few overcome their teniperamental 
Inclinations, make no improbable 
predictions. - eS 

Such a portion of Time will afford 
a large profpe&t backward, and Au- 
theritick 'Réfle@ions how ‘fat he‘ hath 
.pecformed the ‘great iitention of his 
‘Being, ‘in the Honour of his Maker; 
‘Whether he ‘hath made good the Prin- 
‘ciples of his-Nature and what he was 
oa ae made 
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made to be; what Characteriftick and 
fpecial Mark he hath léft; to be obferva- 


ble in.’ fis. Generatidh ?- whether he 


hath Lived to purpofe orin vain, and 
what he hath added,’ ated, or per- 
formed, that night pontieeanly 5 aa 
him.a Man, © 

iin fabh ‘an Ave’ Delights will be 
undeliphitfal. and "Pleafares crow ftale 
unto him‘; ‘(Antiquattd: Theorems 


will revive, ahd Solomon's Maxims be 


Demonftrations unto ‘him ; ‘Hopes or 
prefurriptions: be: over ,” aiid défpait 
grow. up lof any” fatisfaCtion bel 
And having” been long: tuffed if: the 
Ocean'of this World, ‘he ‘will by 
that.time feel che In-draught Of- ano- 


ther, unto which: this feems but pre- 


pardtory, ‘and Without’ it of: no’ high 
value.: He: willcéxperimentally find 
the Emptinets of all’ ‘things, and the 
nothing of what is paft; and wifely 
grounding upon true Chriftian Expe-_ 
Ctations, finding fo much pat, will 
wholly fix. upon. what is to come. 
He will long for Perpetuity, and live 
as’ hie he made rue to be happy. 


The 


Foie Oe 
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The aft may prove. the prime part 

of his Life, and thofe hig beft days 

which he, lived neareft Sy 

Cx ee Ce GS eae 
SECT -XXIE .. 


ive happy in the Aéjesgum of 
iF a, yirtuoufty --compofed: Mind 9 
and:let IntelleQual Contones' exceed 
the Delights wherein: mere Pi¢afurifts 
place. their Paradife: : Bear not itoo 


flack reins. upoa Pleafare,; nor Jet — 


complexion or contagion . betray: theg 
Make Pleafuse thy-R eersdtion-ar finters 
miflive Relaxation;: nat thy \Lvand) 


Life, and Profeffien....: Volapmonfnels | 


is asinfatiable as Covetouinefs. ; Traris 
quility is,bettey than: Jollity, :and :to 
appeafé pain. than to inyent pleafuhe: 
Our ‘hard entrance into’ the- Word; 
eur miferable' going out: of it, one 
fickneffes, difturbances, and fad. Rene 
counters in it, do clamoroufly telt ns 
we come not into the Warld to ran 
a Race of Delight, but to. perforhi 
the fober Acts and ferious: purpafes 
a of 


aven., i 


my Oonr-mOO  C EO 
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of Man; which to omit were foully 
to mifcarry in the advantage of hu- 
manity, to play ‘away an uniterable. 
Life, and to have lived invain. For- 
get not the capital end, and fruftrate 
not the opportunity of once Living. 
Dream not of any kind of Metem- 
Pfychofis or tranfanimation, but into 
thine own body, and ‘that after a long 
time, and then alfo anto wail or blifs, 
|| according’ to thy firft and fundamén- 
‘+ tal Life.. Upon a curticle in this 
World depends a long courfé of the 
next, and upon a narrow Scené hére 
an endlefS expanfion heréafter. Ia 
vain fome think to: have’ an end of 
their Beings with their Lives. Things 
| cannot get out of their natures, or 
: be or not be in defpite of their con- 
{titutions. Rational exiftences in Hea- 
ven perifh not at all, and bur parti- 
ally on Earth: That which is thus 
once will in fome way: be always: 
The firft Living human Soul is ftill 
alive, and all dam hath found no 
Period. | 


SECT. 
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“ge nee SE C I. | XXIV. 


ince the Stars of Heaven do 
S differ in Glory; fince it harh 
pleafed the Almighty hand to hos 
nour the North Pole with Lights 
aboye the South ; fincethere are fome 
Stars fo bright, that they. can hardly 
be looked on, fome fo dim that they 
can fcarce be feen, and vaft numbers 
not to be feen at all even by .Artifly 


cial Eyes; ‘Read thou the Earth in 


Heaven, and'things below from above. 


Look ‘cotitentedly upon the fcattered 


difference’ of things, atid expect not 
equality in luftre, dignity, or per- 
fection, in Regions or Perfons be- 
low; where numerous numbers muft 
be content to ftand like Lacfeous or 
Nebulous Stars, little taken notice of, 


or dim in their generations. All | 
which may be contentedly allowable | 


in the affairs and ends of this World, 
and in fufpenfion unto what will be 
in the order of things hereafter, and 
the new Syfteme of Mankind which 


will 


A 
' 
- 
P 
y 
{ 
- 
if 


po i 
oe ~ Lo 
—- er re 


| 

\ 

| ’ ° 
r- 

| > - - tae 


will be in the World to come; when © 


the laft may be the firft and the firft 
the laft; when Lazarus may fit above 
Cefar, and the juft obfcure on Earth 
fhall fhine like the Sun in Heaven ;' 
when perfonations fhall ceafe, and 
Hiftrionifin of happinefS be over’; 


when Reality fhall rule, and all fhall’ 


be as they ‘hall be for ever.’ as 


SECT. XxXv. 


“R7uEN the Stoick faid ‘that 
_ life would not be accepted, 


if it were offered unto fuch as knew - 


it, * he {poke too meanly of that ftate 
of being which placeth us in the form 
of Men. It more depreciates the 
value of this life, that Men would 
not live it over again; for although 


| they would ftill live on, yet few or 


none can endure to think of being 
twice the fame Men upon Earth, and, 
fome had rather never have’ lived 


than to tread over their days oncé 


%* Vitam nemo acciperet fi dareiur feientibus. Senecar’ 


"more. 
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more, Cicero in a profperous ftate 


had not the patience to think of be- 
ginning in a cradle again. ‘fob would 
not only curfe the day of his Nati- 


vity, but alfo of his Renafcency, if | 


he were to act over his Dilafters, and. 
the miferies of the Dunghil. But the 
sreateft underweening of this Life is 
to undervalue that, unto which this 
is but Exordial or a Paflage leading 
unto it. The great advantage of this 
mean life is.thereby to ftand in 4 can 
pacity of a better; for the Colonies 
of Heaven muft be drawn from Earth,. 
and the Sons of the firft 4dam are 
only heirs unto the fecond. Thus 
Adam came into this World with 


| 


+ ¥FQ 7} | 
flands Entities. of preerdination; and 
boings yet unbeing; who, hath in his 
Intelle@ “the Ideal - Exiftences’ of 
things, and Entities before their Ex- 
tances. ‘Though it looks but: like an 


‘imaginary kind: of exiftency to ‘be be- 


fore We ares yet fiicé we ate -utide 

the deeree or prefvience of a fire ‘and 
Omnipotent Power, it may be-fome- 
what more. than a non-entity to be 
in that mind; unto which al things 
are ace fate 


* 
4 wt 
“~ 


ace E C oe XXVE 
I ‘ie end of the World fhall have 


the fame foregoing | Signs, as the 
period-of Empires, - “Stares, ead Doini! 
ions in it, that’ is; “Corruption ’ ‘off 
Manners, ‘inkuman degenerations, and: 
deluge of iniguities’; “ie may be 
doubted: whether - that final time’ be 
fd far, of, ‘of -whofé ‘day’ and: hour’ 
Herd ean be 1t0 prefeietice.. ‘But white! 
att iméa- doubt! and noné~ Gain derets! 
mine ‘ow long: the” Worl fall: ldft,: 
dome may wonder that iv hath: pnd 
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out fo long -and untae our days. |For 

if the Almighty had not: determin’d 

a fixed. duration anto it, according ta 

his mighty and merciful. defignments 

in it, if he had not faid unto it, as 

he did unto a part of it, hitherto 

fhalt thou go and'no farther;...if we 

¢onfider the inceflant and- cutting 

provocatjons from .the Earth, it is 

not without amazement how. his pa- 

tience hath permitted fo: long a con- 

tinuance unto it, how he, -,who curf- 

ed the Earth in the firft days of the 

firft Man. .and drowned it. in the 

tenth Generation after, fhould thus 

laftingly. contend with Flefh and yer 

defer the laft flames. For fince he is 

fharply provoked every moment, yet 

punifheth to pardon, and - forgives to 
forgive again; what patience could 
be: content ‘to ac over. fuch viciffi- 

tudes, or accept. of repentan¢es which. 
mutt. haye affer penitences, his good-, 
nefs can only tell us, oAnd, fusely- if 
the patience of, Heaven. were,-ngk. 
proportionabl¢ uate the prpypcations. 
from Earth ;, there needed aa. Inter-, 
oe ceffor 


~ wit . 
a 


| 


| 
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ceffor not only for the fins, ‘but the 
duration of this World, and to lead 
it up unto the prefent computation. 
Without fuch a merciful Longanimity, 
the Heavens would never be fo aged 
as to grow old like a Garment; it 
were in vain to infer from the Do- 
Ctrine of the Sphere, that the time 
might come when Capel/z, a noble 
Northern Star, would have its moti- 
on in the 4guator,. that the Nor- 
thern Zodiacal Signs would at length 
betheSouthern, the Southern the Nor- 
thern, and Capricora become our Can- 
cer. However therefore the Wifdom 
of the Creator hath ordered the durati- 
on of the World, yet finde the end’ 
thereof brings the accomplifhment of 
our happinefs , fince fome would be 
content that it fhould have no end, 
fince Evil Men and Spiritsdo fear it 


“may be too fhort, fiance Good Men 
' hope it may‘not betoo long ; the pray- 
er of the Saints unde? the Altar will e 
the: fapplication : of the Righteous 
World, That his mercy ' would a- 


bridge their languifhing Expectation 
| | F and 
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and haften the accomplifhment: of 
their happy ftate to come... 


SECT. XXVI. 


. ae Good Men are often 
taken away from the Evil to 
come, though foine in evil days have 
been glad that they were old, anor 
long to behold ‘the, iniquities ‘of a 
wicked World, or Jadgments threat- 
ened by them;.. yet, is it. no {mall 
fatisfa@ion unto honeft minds to leave 
the World in virtuous well temper'd 
times, under a profpect of good to 
come, and continuation of worthy 
’ ways acceptable unto God and Man. 
Men who dye in deplorable days, 
-Which they regeehnly behold,  haye 
hot their, Eyes clofed with the like 
content;. while they cannot avoid 
-the thoughts ef. proceeding ot grow- 
_ing enormities,. difpleafing ante, that 


i Lucifer could be freed fromhis 
| ae.  “difmal 


fed 
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difmal place, he would little care 
though the reft were left behind. Too 
many there may be of Nero’s mind, 
who, if their own turn were ferved, — 
would not regard what became of 
others, and, when they dye them- 
felyes, care not if all perifh. But 
good Mens wifhes extend beyond 


' their lives, for the happinefs of times 


to come, and never to be known 
unto them. And therefore while fo 
many queftion prayers for the dead, 
they charitably pray for thofe who 
are. not, yet alive; they. are not’ fo 
enyioufly‘anbitiotis to'go'té Heaven 
by ‘thehifelvés 3“ "they. ‘cannot. but 


— ainbly wilh, ‘that ‘the: little ‘Flock 


might be greater, ‘the narrow Gate 
wider, and that, as many are called, . 
fo not a few might be’ chofen. 


"SECT. XXVIIL 


| Te a greater number of Angels 


‘fs remained in Heaven, than fell 
from it, the School-men will tell us; 
that the number of bleffed Souls will 

a4 Fo not. 
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not come fhort of that vaft number 


of falfen Spirits, we have the favor-- 


able calculation of others. What 
Age or Century hath: fent moft Souls 
unto Heaven, he.can tell who vouch- 
{afeth that honour unte them.. Though 
the Number of the bleffed. muft is 
compleat before the World ¢an_pafs 
away, yet fince the World it {elf feems 
in the wane, and we have no fuch 
comfortable prognofticks of Latter 
times, fince a greater part of time 
is{pun than isto come, and the blef- 
fed Roll already- much replenifhed ; 
bappy are thofe pieties, which folici- 
tou 

one of that already much. filled: and 


abbreviated Lift to comic, 
— SECT. XXX... 
"T ‘HInKx not.thy time fhort in this: 


World firice the World it felf - 


is not- long.. The created World is 
but-a fimall Parenthefis in Eternity, 
anda fhort interpofition for atime be- 
tween fuch a-ftate of duration, as was 

before 


y look about, and haften to make — 


i 
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before it and may be after it. And ~ 
if we fhould aHow of the old Tradi- 
tion rhat the World fhould laft Six — 
Thoufand years, it could fcarce have 
the.name of old,. fince the firft Man 
lived near a fixth part thereof, and 
feven Methufela’s would exceed irs 
whole duration. However to palliate 
the fhortnefs of our Lives, and fome-- - 
what to compenfate our brief termin, - 
this World, it’s good to know as © 
much as we can of it, and alfo fo far ~ 
as poffibly in us.lieth to hold fuch a. - 
Theory of times paft, as though we — 
had feenthe fame. He who haththus. . 
confidered the World, as alfo how. © 


therein things long paft have beenan- - ’ 


fwered by things prefent, how matters. - 
in one Age have been. acted over in — 
another, and. how there is nothing, | 
new under the Sun, may conceive © 
himfelf in fome manner to haye lived - 
from the beginning, and to be as old ~ 
asthe World; and if he fhould ftill — 
live -on ‘twould be but the fame ai : 


‘ 
; 


ite, ot at bec h 
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SECT. XXX. 


ASTLY, if length of Days be 
L thy Portion, make it not thy 
Expectation. Reckon not — long 
Life: think every day the laft, and 
five always beyond thy account. He 
that fo often furviveth his Expecta- 
tion lives many Lives, and will icarce 
complain of rhe fhortnefs of his days. 
Time paft is gone like a Shadow ; 
make time tocome prefent. Approx- 
imate thy latter times by prefent 
apprehenfions of them: be like a 
neighbour unto the Grave, and think 
there is but little to come. And fince 
there is fomething of us that will ftill 


_ ive on, join both lives together, and 


live in one but for the other. He- 
who thus ordereth the purpofes of 
this Life will never be far from the 
next, and is in fome manner already 
in it, by a happy conformity, and 
clofe apprehenfion of it. And if, as 
we have elfewheredeclared, any have 
been fo happy as perfonally to oe 
| an 


ewe fl es LS r- = % 
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ftand Chriftian Annihilation, Extafy, — 
Ex6tttion, Transformation, the Kifs of 
the’ Spoule,; ‘atid Ingreffion into the 
‘Divine Shadow, according to Myfti- 
cal Theology, they have already had 
an handfome Anticipation of Heaven ; 
the World. is in a manner over, and 
the Earth in Afhes unto them. . 
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